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OEPT. NEW CAR SHORTAGE SEEN 





Hupp Planning Two Low-Priced Lines 


Rieke et iti Chrysler. Leads 





Davis Is Elected 
New Corp. Head; 
DeVauxGen.Mer. 


Set to Continue Improved 
Models of Current 
Six, Eight Lines 


DETROIT.—In preparation 
for an aggressive drive in 
the lower-priced car field 
this fall, Hupp Motor Car) 


model year. As I write this,| Corp. this week announced 
all the plants in the industry have| the election of S. L. Davis, Chi- 
ceased production of the class of| cago, as president, succeeding 
'98 with the exception of Ford,|Thomas L. Bradley, resigned, 
and a few others. Out at Dear-|}and Norman 
born, after a two-week’s_ shut- DeVaux, gen- 
down, production was resumed eral manager 
this week on the last batch and|in_ charge of 
this activity will continue through | 0Peration. 
next week after which the Rouge|., 1” addition ™ 
plant will start readying for the = en 
run on the 1939 stuff. oo ee oe 

7” ” * 

OUT IN THE field, dealers’ 
stocks are well cleaned up and 
in this respect the dealer body 
probably is in the best shape it 
has been at the end of a model 
year than it has been in a long 
time. In fact, many cupboards 
are bare—cleaned up on ’38 so 
the dealers now can concentrate 
in moving used cars and going 
after the service dollar—sorta 
marking time until the 1939 
models appear on the scene. 

Inasmuch as the used car situ- 
ation itself is nothing to worry 
about,—in fact, better than nor- 
mal—it would seem as if we of 
the industry can view with com- 


Sparks 


1938’s Twilight 
Chrysler Draws Curtain 
Coming Previews 
That Modern Jason 
Oe 
By 


Chris Sinsabaugh 


















HIS IS the twilight of the 1938- 








S. L. Davis 


corporation re-| 
vealed that it! 
will enter the 
field this fall 
with two lines 
of low - priced 
cars for 1939 
and will con-| 
tinue with improved models of 
its current six and eight lines. 
Davis, who moves up into the 
presidency, has been one of the 
company’s largest distributors 
for years. He has been a mem- 





N. DeVaux 


placency the sprint out of the/}.; of the board for the past 15 
depression era, which we have| months. DeVaux was for many 
made in the last few months. 


one. 3 (Continued on Page 2, Col. 5) 
Thirty-eight ain’t going to be so 


bad if we discard 1937 as the 
yardstick and make our compari- 
sons with what was done in ’35 
and ’36. 





Dealer-Advisory 
System Worked 
Out by Pontiac 


PONTIAC.—A new excursion 
into the field of dealer-factory 
relations is to be launched here 
Aug. 29-31 when co-operating 
drew aside the curtain for the committees of dealers from the 
benefit of the press and put on Pontiac retail organization are 
dress parade the new models of|to meet with sales department 
Plymouth, Dodge, Chrysler and| heads of Pontiac Motors in lay- 
DeSoto, the first peep the automo-|jng plans for the 1939 model 
bile editors have had at any of| season. 
the 1939 crop. Mind you, though,| A total of 32 dealers, chosen 
this was but a preview and|from among the oldest and most 
doesn’t mean that the Chrysler! successful in the Pontiac dealer 
units involved are on the eve of| body, have been invited by Gen- 
their formal announcements. That! eral Sales Manager C. P. Simp- 
eve is still some time away, if I} son, who conceived the plan, to 
read my tea leaves accurately. participate in the _ three-day 


* * * 


SO WE CAN make the welkin 
ring with “The king is dead; long 
live the king.” On with the show! 
For the opening gun of the new 
Campaign was fired Friday after- | 
noon when the Chrysler Corp. 











* * * meeting. 

AS TO THE preview itself, it These dealers have been 
was a distinct departure from! named to five dealer advisory 
Past practice, an innovation in| committees to work with as 
that the corporation itself was|many departments of the sales 


the host, instead of each of the 
UNits throwing an _ individual 
(Continued on Page 19, Col. 1) 


division in formulating pre-an- 
nouncement, announcement and 
(Continued on Page 3, Col. 1) 
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SOAP BOX DERBY WINNER, Bobby Berger, 14, of Nebraska City, 
Neb., receives congratulations from M. E. Coyle, general manager of Chev- 
rolet, which sponsors the annual event in Akron. Young Berger, who cap- 
tured both the national and international races at Akron last Sunday, 
spent several days this week in Detroit as guests of Chevrolet, visited 
Coyle in his office and attended a luncheon Thursday in Detroit honoring 
Douglas (vice-versa) Corrigan. 


Nash Motors Appoints 
Blees Manager of Sales 


DETROIT.—George W. Ma-| been both rapid and spectacular. 
son, president of Nash-Kelvin-| He came to Detroit in 1924 as 
ator Corp., this week announced; q minor Chevrolet executive. 
the appoint- By 1929 he was president of a 
= r on ‘oa General Motors unit — Motor 
po general sales Accounting Co. He: was largely 
manager in full responsible for the development 
charge of sales of accounting and _ business 
and service in systems and car financing plans 
the United used’ by dealers today. 

Nash Motors In 1930 Blees, one of the 
youngest executives in the in- 





division of the 





corporation. dustry, was sent to Pontiac, 

Blees, closely where he served as vice presi- 
identified with dent in charge of sales. When 
the automobile Wm. A. Blees | the Buick-Olds-Pontiac com- 
industry for bine was formed he was selected 


nearly 20 years, joined General 
Motors Corp in 1924 in an ex- 
ecutive sales capacity and was 
vice-president in charge of sales 
of Buick-Olds-Pontiac when he 
resigned in 1933 to enter the ad- 
vertising business in New York. 

Beginning as a retail sales- 
man in Kansas City, Blees’ rise 
in the automobile industry has 


as general sales manager, and 
later was appointed vice presi- 
dent. He resigned in 1933 to 
enter the advertising business 
in New York City. 

Although he_ devoted five 
years to the advertising agency 
business, he _ practically re- 
mained in the realm of the au- 
tomobile, since he was actively 
identified with the supervision 

(Continued on Page 15, Col. 3) 








The Top Ten 


PASSENGER CARS 
First Ten in Registration as 
Reported in AN Today: 

1938 1937 
Pos. Make Pos. 


1—262,275 Chev. 454,461— 2 
2—222,860 Ford 537,706— 
3—150,560 Plym. 292,577— 
4— 88,111 Buick 116,768— 
5— 59,923 Dge. 160,290— 
i— 54,964 Pont. 130,045— 
52,073 Olds. 119,498— 
— 27,921 Pack. 63,160— 
9— 27,640 Chrys. 53,320— upswing would be emphatic and 
10 22,887 Hud. 58,560— unmistakable by fall are in pro- 
Total All Makes cess of being realized ahead of 
1,064,491 2,205,950 schedule. 
For complete standings of all Washington, today more than 
makes, see Page 13 this ‘issue. ever before a primary source of 
economic news, looked over the 


By William Ullman 
Washington Correspondent, AN 
WASHINGTON.—Signs _indi- 

cating that the business and in- 
dustrial forward movement is 
gaining momentum multiplied in 


—_ 
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| situation this 


the National Capital this week,| items 
and earlier predictions that the| interest to the 


Industry in New 
Model Previews 


Used Stocks Also Expected 
To Show Decline in 
August, Sept. 








By William C. Callahan 
Managing Editor, AN 


DETROIT.—Cracking the 
ice with the first of the 1939 
press previews, Chrysler 
Corp. Friday opened next 
year’s catalog to newspaper- 
men from practically every ma- 
jor city in the United States. 

While the showing of the new 
models was an “off” the record” 
affair, some idea of the changes 
which have been made in the 
new lines may be judged from 
the fact that K. T. Keller, 
Chrysler president, announced 
that approximately $15,000,000 
had been spent on dies, tools 
and equipment to start the new 
models down the line. 

Keller declared that the stocks 
of Chrysler Corp. cars in dealers 
hands were the lowest that they 
have been in several seasons. 
The outlook for 1939, he said, 
was most encouraging. Sales 
during 1938, he estimated, would 
reach a total of 2,250,000 units 
and, based upon present predic- 
tions for 1939, he said the total 
would in his estimation run in 
the neighborhood of 2,750,000 
units. 

Comments at the press pre- 
view were most favorable. There 
was a general approval of the 
freshness which has been 
worked into the new lines, with- 
out departing to too great an 
extent from the accepted auto- 
mobile design. Paraphrasing a 
comment by K. T. Keller, the 
press representative agreed that 
he could bet “Oh shad” on the 
new models and mean it. 

Preliminary reports on sales 
operations during the first 10 
days of August indicate a less 
than seasonal decline from the 
same period in July, which 
(Continued on Page 2, Col. 1) 


Business Gains Momentum 


As Employment Moves Up 


week and found 
more factors on the credit side 
of the business ledger than at 
any time for nearly a full year. 

Among the many noteworthy 
were several of especial 
automotive in- 
dustry. It was found that the 
government has just about 


|doubled its purchases, as shown 


in an analysis of contracts 


,; awarded under provisions of the 


Walsh-Healey 


(Continued on 


act. Large auto- 
Page 8, Col. 1) 
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Shortage of New Cars is Seen in September 


Used Stocks Also Expected 


To Drop in August, Sept. 


(Continued from Page 1) 


strengthens earlier reports that 
a real shortage of new cars is 
likely to develop before 1939 
models are available. 

In many companies it is 
evident now that new car 
stocks in dealer hands will be 
completely depleted by the end 
of this month or the middle of 
September. 

Some observers here feel that 
the industry as a whole has 
underestimated its market for 
1938 models by at least 75,000 
to 100,000 units, which will 
mean a real backlog of demand 
when the new models do come 
into the field. A heartening part 
on the new car sales increase 
has been the fact that used car 
sales also have kept pace. 

As a result of this condition 
both new and used car inven- 
tories are being rapidly dimin- 
ished so that current stocks are 
estimated at not more than 470,- 
000 used cars, against better 
than 500,000 at the same time 
a year ago. In the majority of 
cases, every new car sale made 
today represents a correspond- 
ing reduction in new car stocks. 

This is due to the fact that, 
with the exception of Ford and 
a few others, the entire industry 
has now stopped production on 
1938 models and has not reached 
a point of output on 1939 lines 
where cars are available. Ford 
is expected to close off its 1938 
models next week-end. The 
company closed its plants dur- 
ing the first two weeks of the 
current month, but resumed 
again last Monday. During the 
Ford vacation the company em- 
ployed 23,000 workers and last 


Buick Aug. Sales 
Continue Above 
Seasonal Pace 


FLINT.—Sales of Buick motor 
cars thus far in August have 
maintained the higher than 
seasonal rate experienced dur- 
ing the past month, according 
to W. F. Hufstader, general sales 
manager. 

Domestic retail sales of Buick 
cars during the first 10 days of 
August were 3,175, he said, com- 
paring favorably with those of 
the corresponding period last 
month when 3,394 cars were sold. 

At the same time Buick deal- 
ers in the United States showed 
an increase in used car sales as 
compared with July. Used car 
sales for the first 10 days of 
August totaled 8,700 as against 
8,375 in the corresponding July 
period. 


Chrysler Holds 
Press Preview 


DETROIT.— First of the 1939 
crop of cars was shown to mem- 
bers of the press here Friday 
when Chrysler Corp. unveiled 
its new offerings to some 300 
newspaper editors and_ pub- 
lishers at its headquarters here. 
The preview was unique in that 
the newspapermen were taken 
into the plant itself, while 
luncheon was served in the foyer 
of the executive offices. 

While newshawks were asked 
to withhold details of the new 
lines, it was generally agreed 
that this first sample of 1939 of- 
ferings substantiates the reports 
that next year’s cars will be 
definitely different from current 








models. Chrysler Corp., it was} 
revealed, spent approximately 
$15,000,000 for dies, tools and| 
equipment for new _ model 


changeover. 


week recalled another 
bringing the total to 
above 38,000 workers. 

On this basis it is likely that 
August will prove the low 
month of the year from a pro- 
duction standpoint, with sales 
pointing upward contrary to the 
normal seasonal trend. 

Buick sales during the first 10 
days of the month were reported 
at 3,175 units against 3,394 in 
the corresponding period in 
July. Chevrolet sales, bolstered 
by a concerted sales drive, ran 
20 per cent ahead of the July 
period in the first 10 days of 
August. Deliveries by other 
makers ran from 10 per cent to 
20 per cent below the July mark, 
but in most cases where sales 
were down the most, the drop 
was attributed to lack of cer- 
tain body types in the most ac- 
tive selling markets. 


Sales Reduce Stocks 


The sharp reduction in dealer 
stocks, due to the unexpected 
sales upturn which started in 
the latter part of June, has 
spurred production efforts at 
all plants. This does not mean 
that 1939 models will be an- 
nounced earlier than had been 
planned, but that an extra ef- 
fort will be made to build up 
dealer stocks before announce- 
ments are made. 


While the factories. realize 
that dealers will have little 
difficulty from the standpoint of 
cleanup sales this fall, they also 


15,000 
slightly 


from becoming a burden to their 
outlets. For this reason produc- 
tion plans are being speeded to 
enable dealers to be in a po- 
sition to take advantage of the 
unfilled 1938 demand at the 
earliest possible moment. Three 
companies 
this week. 


resumed assemblies 


Six Weeks’ Supply 


Field stocks of new cars at 
the present time are estimated 
as between 190,000 and 200,000 
units, which on the basis of the 
August sales rate would mean 
not more than five to six weeks 
supply. This is the lowest in- 
ventories have been at this time 
of year for 
years. 

Just what changes are being 
incorporated in the 1939 models 
is still being guarded closely at 
all plants. While changes are 
generally reported as extensive, 
none is expected to be radical. 

Outside of the statement that 
Hupp will enter the low-priced 
car field with two new models, 
there is nothing to indicate just 
how low-priced they will pe 
when the prices are released. It 
is generally felt that they will 
not fall into the so-called ultra- 
ultra low field, which has been 
the topic of much discussion for 
the past several months. Just at 
the present time the prospect of 
extremely low-priced models 
seems remote. 


the past several 


Annual Field Day Held 
by Manchester Dealers 


MANCHESTER, N. H.—The 
Manchester Automobile Dealers’ 
Assn., at its annual field day 
at the Intervale Country Club, 
had members of local finance 
companies as guests. J. Harri- 
son Cavanaugh, president of the 


are making every effort to pre- , 
vent the threatened shortage] {¢ 
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SOAP BOX DERBY VICTOR and 


right, and Wilbur Shaw, In 


polis speedway 





two of the events leading up to the 
climax in Chevrolet’s fifth annual event in Akron last Sunday. Top photo, 
%obby Berger, 14, of Nebraska City, Neb., who won both the national and 
international titles, being congratulated by T. H. Keating, of Chevrolet, 


winner, in the center. 


Center photo shows the finish of the national race, with Bobby about to 
vet the flag. Bottom photo, the “Parade of Champions” prior to the derby. 
participated in by 113 champions from as many cities, Canada, Panama 


and Hawaii. 


100,000 See Boy, 14, Take 
Soap Box Derby Laurels 


AKRON.—Every element con-| ford Hartshorn jr., of Gardner, 


ducive to thrilling a _ record 
crowd this year figured in the 
climax of Chevrolet’s fifth an- 
nual Soap Box Derby at the 
national finals here last Sunday. 


Before a crowd, estimated at 
more than 100,000 in a press 
stand that contained more than 
100 newspapermen from leading 
cities in all sections of the coun- 
try, Bobby Berger, 14-year-old 
Omaha youth, won not only the 
American championship and its 
four-year scholarship prize, but 
repeated his triumph in the in- 
In the world 
race, Berger 
forged cleanly out in front of 
Buddy Stroop, of the Panama 
Canal Zone, and Bob Wilson, of 
Belleville, Ont., to make a clean 
the day’s racing 


ternational finals. 
championship 


sweep of 


honors. 

Berger’s winning time in the 
final heat of the American race 
was 28.74 seconds, which estab- 


association, presided at a din-| lished a new course record in| 
ner following an athletic pro-|the finals. The winning time of | 
gram. Bobby Ballard, 1937 champion, | 

Out-of-town guests included | 8S 28.86 seconds. | 
Arthur Blessington, of the Na- | In second place, and loser to}! 
tional Shawmut Bank of Bos-| Berger by a matter of inches, 
ton, and C. Gordon Miller, of} was Dick Ballard, White Plains, 
the National Automobile Deal-| N. Y., brother of the past cham- 
ers’ Assn., of Detroit. pion. Third place went to Stan- 











Mass. 
Sixteen bands added their 
music to the derby din. Addi- 


tional color was provided by 
a pageant outlined by C. P. 
Fisken, Chevrolet advertising 
manager, who headed up race 
activities with the assistance of 
J. P. Gormley, national director 
of the derby, and J. S. Clark, 
assistant advertising manager. 

T. H. Keating, assistant gen- 
eral sales manager of Chevrolet, 
was in Akron as a_ personal 
representative of W. E. Holler, 


Chevrolet general sales man- 
ager. 
To root for their local en- 


trants, several scores of Chev- 
rolet dealers were on hand at 
the national finals. An Akron 
reception committee, headed by 


C. J. French, Detroit, manager 
of the dealer committee depart- 
ment, and his assistant, Oscar 


Hajek, included D. W. Thornton, 
W. E. Beynon, H. R. Folk, F. G. 
Lyle, and W. C. Copeley. 
Among the dealers who trav- 
eled farthest to attend the boys’ 
racing classic were Fred Wohl- 


gemuth, from Carteret, N. J.; 
R. C. McClure, Bristol, Tenn.; C. 
C. Peters, Muscatine, Ia.; and 
J. A. Haraden, Schenectady, 
nN. ¥ 


Hupp Planning / 
2 Low-Priced 
Lines This Fal] 


(Continued from Page 1) 


years prominent on the Pacific 
coast, identified with the low. 
priced field. He was founder 
and president of the Chevrolet 
Motor Co. of California from 
1915 to 1922 and later headed 
Durant Motor Co. and Willys- 
Overland Pacific Co. 

Davis confirmed reports that 
Hupp had purchased dies, tools, 
jigs, fixtures and_ inventories 
from another company repre- 
senting an approximate value 
of $1,000,000. This is generally 
believed to have been repre- 
sented in the sale of assets of 
the Cord Corp., which was re- 
ported last week. 

Hupp now will make an ag- 
gressive effort to strengthen its 
dealer forces, according to Da- 
vis, with W. A. MacDonald con- 
tinuing in the post of vice- 
president in charge of sales. P. 
L. Louks, formerly assistant 
secretary, succeeds John L. Cot- 
ter as treasurer and _ assistant 
secretary. Edward Rothbart, 
Chicago, general counsel for the 
corporation, has been elected 
secretary. He was recently 
elected to the board. 

Board of directors now con- 
sists of William B. Mayo, J. Wal- 





ter Drake, Norman DeVaux, 
Detroit; J. Scott McIntyre, 
Cedar Rapids, Ia., and S. W. 


Mozley, Edward Rothbart and 
S. L. Davis, Chicago. 


Jersey Studies 
$60,000,000 Road 
Building Project 


TRENTON, N. J.—Recom- 
mendations for a _ $60,950,000 
program for’ construction of 
superhighways were submitted 
to Governor Moore this week by 
State Highway Commissioner E. 
Donald Sterner. The proposal is 
dependent upon approval of a 
broad work relief program of 
which the highway  construc- 
tion would be a part. 


The highway program would 
be financed by contemplated 
state bonds in the amount of 
$33,000,000 with the balance to 
be met by anticipated federal 
grants. Approval of the _ state 
legislature and the voters at a 
statewide referendum will be 
required before the bonds can 
be issued. 


The bonds, under the proposal 
now being considered, would be 
amortized from gasoline taxes 
and motorists’ license fees. 





Virginia Lets $8,000,000 
in Highway Contracts 


RICHMOND, Va. (UTPS).— 
Records of the Virginia state 
highway department show that it 
has expended approximately 
$8,000,000 this year on road con- 
struction and maintenance, an 
average of approximately $1,- 
000,000 a month. The figures 
include road projects that had 
been let to contract so far for 
August. 


It is expected that before the 
month is over about $1,000,000 
additional construction contracts 
will be awarded. Of the total, 
$3,000,000 ‘was accounted for 
by maintenance work; the re- 
mainder, with a few exceptions, 
was charged to construction. 


Hill Goes to Detroit 

SPRINGFIELD, Mass.—The United 
American Bosch Corp. announces 
that H. Hill, a member of its 
staff of diesel injection equipment 
|; engineers, has been transferred from 
| the Chicago territory to Detroit and 
| that in the future, Hill will make 
| his headquarters at the American 
Bosch branch there. 
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Pontiac To Establish Dealer-Advisory System 


Dealers To Help Company 


Heads Work 





(Continued from Page 1) 


post-announcement activities of 
the new season. 

The program, set up for the 
three days by Simpson, calls 
for meetings at the plant here 
during the first two days, and 
at Detroit on the third day, 
when only members of the 
wholesale organization will at- 
tend organizational discussions. 
A banquet is scheduled at Hotel 
Statler, Detroit, the evening of 
Aug. 30. 

Five co-operating dealer com- 
mittees have been named to 
serve with the following divi- 
sions of the sales department: 
advertising, sales promotion, 


Bantam Offers 
New Coupe at 


$399 Complete 


BUTLER, Pa.— Introduction 
of a new Bantam coupe model, 
priced at $399, is announced by 
Roy S. Evans, president of the 
American Bantam Car Co. here. 
The new model is classified as 
the Bantam “60”. 


“Our price of $399 is not sim- 
ply for advertising purposes,” 
said Evans. “It means that a 
customer can actually buy a 
completely equipped Bantam car 
for $399 in Butler without pay- 
ing another dime. The standard 
coupe at this price includes 
taxes, bumpers, spare tire and 
wheel and even a radiator orna- 
ment. 


“It is a conventional automo- 
bile, built to suit the needs of 
the many people for whom the 
average automobile is too big 
and too expensive to purchase 
and operate.” 





Huge Expansion 
Gets Under Way 


CHICAGO..—Indicative of the 
upturn in business, E. Edelmann 
& Co., manufacturers of auto- 
motive parts and equipment, 
announces what is claimed to be 
one of the most substantial ex- 





pansion programs of recent 
years in the automotive parts 
industry. 


According to Leo Edelmann, 
president, an addition is being 
built to the factory, to provide 
for the increased demands of the 
hub cap and armature di- 
visions; the size of territories 
has been reduced, the sales force 
has been enlarged 75 per cent, 
and all salaries and bonuses 
have been increased. 

These steps, it is said, are 
warranted by reviving activity 
in the automobile industry, and 
by the fact that, during the past 
few months, jobbers’ inventories 
have been greatly reduced which 
has resulted in a definite in- 
crease in orders. 


Out °39 Plans 


service, used cars and parts and 
accessories. 

Named to the advertising ad- 
visory committee are H. : 
Wehmeier, vice-president and 
general manager of Community 
Motors, Inc., Chicago distrib- 
utors; A. D. Sory, of the com- 


pany bearing his name _ at 
Houston, Tex.; C. P. Brady, 
Boulevard Motor Co., Pitts- 


burgh; Clair Savage, head of 
Savage-Haldeman Co., Los An- 
geles, largest single-outlet Pon- 
tiac dealership in the world; 
Harold Wright, Wythe Motors, 
Inc., Elizabeth, N. J.; George M. 
Thompson, Springfield, Mo., and 
Claud Nolan, Nolan-Peeler Mo- 
tors, Inc., Miami, Fla. 


On the sales promotion com- 
mittee are Arthur Couri, Port- 
land, Me.; Gus Krueger, Niagara 
Falls, N. Y.; A.. C. Hine, Hart- 
ford, Conn.; Walter Boomer- 
shine, Atlanta; B. E. Gridley, 
Wichita, Kans., and Earl Smith, 
Fresno, Calif. 


Service committee consists of 
L. P. Steuart, Washington, D. C.; 
Gaston DiBello, Buffalo; Bruce 
Goffe, Salina, Kans.; A. T. Han- 
sord, Minneapolis; C. R. Win- 
dolph, Portland, Ore, and 
Homer Toms, Cincinnati. 


On the used car committee 
are Carl P. Longnecker, Erie, 
Pa., oldest Pontiac dealer in 
point of service who just started 
his 3lst exclusive year with the 
Oakland-Pontiac franchise; 
Louis Boshara, Lakewood, O.; 
Hugh Gallagher, Wilmington, 
Del.; Jack Hall, Oklahoma City; 
J. A. Herzog, San Francisco; 
G. W. Close, Toledo, O., and R. 
C. Clark, Highland Park, Mich. 

Advisors on the parts and 
accessories committee are J. R. 
Waits, Bennetts, Inc., Charles- 
ton, S. C.; G. W. Bradburn, 
Providence, R. I.; Allan Ware, 
Shreveport, La.; Tony Jaeger, 
Milwaukee; Dean Schooler, Des 
Moines, Ia., and Howard Smith, 
Port Arthur, Tex. 


“The dealer committee meet- 
ings with the various depart- 
ments will be in no sense rub- 
ber stamp affairs, in which the 
dealers are asked to give per- 
functory approval to factory 
plans already set,” said Simp- 
son. “These will be shirt-sleeve 
sessions, with nothing finally 
approved until the dealers have 
had a chance to tear it apart 
and put it together again for 
the general benefit of the entire 
Pontiac dealer body. 


“In advertising conferences, 
held with dealers during the 
past few years, we have changed 
entire campaigns as a result of 
dealer experience and recom- 
mendations. We are. trying to 
bring a similarly helpful dealer 
judgment to bear on every im- 
portant function of the sales de- 
partment.” 


“A Word in Edgewise,” 
feature by George M. Slocum, offers 
a unique viewpoint from the motor 
world. 


a regular 





TO PROVIDE delivery for smart shops, 
Delivery unit combines the splendor of the 
lamps 


of modern design. Even carriage 


Panel body. 


“60” Boulevard 


this Bantam “ ’ 
hansom-cab with streamlines 
provided on sides of the 


are 





THESE TEN “TOP” Ford zone managers, who won awards for outstanding merchandising records in a “round 
up” conducted by Ford branches throughout the United States in July, are shown on the “Roads of the World” 
at the Ford Rotunda, during a breathing spell in their four-day visit to the Ford home offices and tours of the 
Rouge and Lincoln plants. Headed by M. J. Miller of Denver, the group also included W. P. Beale, Fargo, N. 


Dak.; W. E. Wilcox, Jacksonville, Fla.; J. J. Callan, Milwaukee; J. A. 


Ehrengart, St. Louis; H. G. 


Stegkamper, 


Cleveland; T. E. Willis, Pittsburgh; Clem Davis, Dearborn; E. S. Alexander, Houston, and E. G. Robinson, 


Used Car Sales Show Gain, 
Stocks Fall in San Antonio 


Dallas, 









Tulsa Dealers 
Rally Behind 


Sales Crusade 





TULSA, Okla.—Business men 
of this city have been carrying 
out an intensive drive backing 
up the National Salesmen’s 
Crusade which was inaugurated 
nationally some weeks ago by 
Nash-Kelvinator Corp. 

The “Sales Make Jobs” drive 
is sponsored by a group of rep- 
resentative businessmen work- 
ing with the chamber of com- 
merce, and is the 1938 version of 
“buy now”. A week’s program 
was carried out with a sales 
talk delivered at 8 am. daily 
in a downtown theater. One 
talk was given by N. S. O’Neil, 
sales manager for the Green- 
lease-O’Neil Motor Co., of Kan- 
sas City, Mo. 


The Topeka automobile indus- 
try is co-operating to the fullest 
extent in putting over the “Sales 
Make Jobs’ campaign. At a 
recent meeting the 11 new car 
dealers voted unamiously to take 
part in the activities. R. H. 
Motto, president of the Topeka 
Motor Car Dealers Assn, said 
that a few years ago when eco- 
nomic affairs were at a low ebb, 
the motor industry led the 
march out of the depression 
and that the industry over the 
nation is going to do its full 
share in this campaign. 

“Among the 11 new car 
dealers,” he said, “we have 
over 500 quality used cars and 
we are going to make a super- 
human effort to reduce these 
stocks and take advantage of 
the upturn in new car business 
which is at hand.” 


Parts Plants Step Up 
Schedules in Saginaw 


SAGINAW, Mich.—As a re- 
sult of the opening of produc- 
tion on 1939 models, automo- 
tive parts plants here have an- 
nounced five-day work schedules. 

General Motors’ Malleable 
Iron and Steering Gear divi- 
sion and the Wilcox-Rich di- 
vision of the Eaton Mfg. Co. 
Steering Gear unit have open- 
ed. Malleable Iron will con- 
tinue its 5-day schedule with 
one _ shift. The Wilcox-Rich 
plant is working 400 men on 
|two shifts, 5 days a week. 
Actual Drop Less 
| BOSTON. 


- Massachusetts registra 
} tion figures for seven months show 
that while gross totals reached 910, 
556 this year against 975,552 for the 
ame period in 1937, the real net in 
vehicles for those periods were 809,286 
in 1937 and 800,751 this year The 
difference i due to 166,266 re 
registrations last year against 109,805 
this year of cars and trucks, which 
| changed hands or plates were can 
| celled for law violations and loss of 
insurance. 











Special to Automotive News 


SAN ANTONIO, Tex. — Used 
car sales during July, as re- 
ported by 20 dealer-members of 
the San Antonio Automobile 
Trade Assn., showed continued 
improvement. More sales were 
reported, and the number of cars 
on hand at the end of the month 
was less than that of the pre- 
ceding month, as well as the 
same month for last year. 


The report follows: 


Cars on hand June 30, 1312. 
There were 1,150 units sold dur- 
ing July for a turnover of 88 
per cent against 75 per cent for 
June. Value of the cars sold was 
$276,603, representing a turn- 
over value of 70 per cent against 
65 per cent for June. The aver- 
age value of the cars sold was 
$240 against $266 for the pre- 
ceding month. There were 1,183 
cars on hand at the end of the 
month having a total valuation 
of $359,169, and an average 
value of $304 against an aver- 
age value of $301 for June. 


During June there were 1,081 
cars sold representing a unit 
turnover of 75 per cent, a total 
valuation of $287,579, and a 
turnover value of 65 per cent. 
The average value of the cars 
sold was $266. There were 1,312 
on hand at the end of the 
month, having a total valuation 
of $394,626, and an average unit 
value of $301. 

In July, 1937, there were 1,218 
cars sold, representing a unit 
turnover of 74 per cent, a total 
valuation of $323,888, a turn- 
over value of 80 per cent, an 
average valuation of $266. There 
were 1,590 cars on hand at the 
end of the month having a total 
valuation of $429,188, and an 
average unit value of $288. 

In July, 1936, there were 1,155 
units sold, representing a unit 
turnover of 102 per cent, a total 
valuation of $294,222, a turnover 
value of 93 per cent, and an 
average unit value of $255. 
There were 1,105 cars on hand 


at the end of the month with a 
total valuation of $315,470, and 
an average unit value of $285. 

During July of this year there 
were 25 units junked by five 
firms with a total valuation of 
$427.50, and an average unit 
value of $17.10. During June 
there were 25 units junked by 
four dealers with a‘ total valua- 
tion of $416.50, and an average 
unit value of $16.66. 

Generally speaking, the used 
ear situation is considered the 
best that it has been in some 
time, and dealers are optimistic 
over the outlook for business 
during the last quarter. 





Denver Firm 
Sets $250,000 
Expansion Plan 


DENVER.—The Gates Rubber 
Co. here is launching a quarter- 
million-dollar expansion  pro- 
gram due to steadily increasing 
business, according to C. C. 
Gates, president of the company. 
The program calls for the build- 
ing of a quarter-million-dollar 
warehouse adjacent to the 
present plant at 999 S. Broad- 
way and the installation of some 
new machinery. 

“Business has been steadily 
increasing and the upswing 
warrants the spending of money 
on such a construction,” said 
Gates. “We are diversifying 
our products, and this calls for 
more mechanical equipment and 
floor space.” 

Preliminary work already has 
been started on the building, 
which will consist of four stories 
and a basement. The building 
will be 125 feet wide by 267 
feet long. It will be served by a 
spur railroad track on one side 
and a truck loading platform on 
the other. The building is ex- 
pected to be completed by the 
first of the year. 








FOR TEN YEARS’ service, 


Kenneth B. 


Elliott, 
Studebaker Corp., receives a lapel button from President Paul G, Hoffman, 
as Roy E. Cole, vice-president in charge of engineering, and H. 8S. Vance, 
| chairman of the board, look on. 


vice-president of the 
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One sacred pledge we make our friends here 
and now. This publication, God willing and so 
long as it is in our charge, will never champion 
the cause of any individual or any corporation 
which is not for the best interests of the automo- 
tive industry as a whole. Nor will its columns 
be used to spread gossip or inflame prejudice. 
It will confine itself to the upbuilding of the 
industry it is pledged to serve, wholly through 
the dissemination of NEWS which is timely, 
authentic and of value—(AN 6-10-1933). 
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FTC Session ‘Seeks Facts’ 


WO DEALERS attempting to testify before a Federal 

Trade Commission hearing on factory-dealer relations 
in New York City last week learned a lesson in the ethics 
of testimony, which we hope will not be the pattern for 
future FTC “fact finding” sessions. The two were Herman 
Rugge, of the Bronx, and Joseph Grosser, Brooklyn, both 
General Motors dealers. 


From the action of the trial examiner John L. Hornor, 
it is quite evident that testimony which does not substanti- 
ate the charges of coercion by automobile manufacturers 
will not be acceptable to the examiners. Rugge testified 
that he was not only allowed to purchase parts from 
sources other than General Motors but already had done 
so. This was wrong, in the view of Mr. Hornor, and not in 
keeping with the charges made against the corporation. 
Therefore he ordered Rugge, who obviously appeared in 
good faith to show invoices covering purchases. 


When Grosser took the stand he also stated that he had 
purchased parts from other than GM sources. In fact, he 
said, that 25 per cent of his $8,000 to $10,000 stock had been 
so purchased. When an effort was made to learn whether 
he had been coerced into buying GM parts, Hornor re- 
fused, upon objection of FTC counsel, to permit Grosser 
to reply. 

In view of the fact that the complaint against GM 
lists “intimidation, oppression and coercion” of its dealers, 
Grosser’s testimony as a dealer certainly could not have 
been considered irrelevant. If this is the type of hearing 
FTC is conducting, it would seem that we are spending 
merely $50,000 to obtain evidence to substantiate FTC 
charges. 


Hope Springs Eternal 

IME was when we hoped that the National Automobile 

Dealers Assn. would one day appreciate that further 
pyramiding of laws would merely complicate rather than 
clarify the present situation in the used car field. This 
hope wanes, however, in view of the most recent NADA 
Bulletin, which features an article by William H. Ingersoll, 
chairman of the American Fair Trade League, who sees 
fair trade laws as a solution to the used car problem. 


Bereft of the conjunction “if”, Mr. Ingersoll’s literary 
efforts could be boiled down to scarcely more than a 
syllable. Nothing that he says is new or adds new thought 
to ideas that have been mouthed a million times. When 
both he, and NADA, come to the realization that the auto- 
motive industry is comprised of a given number of com- 
petitive companies, the dealers for which are an integral 
part of each individual competitor, perhaps we can reach 
a basis from which to start.. The idea of single represen- 
tation for an entire industry, the component parts of which 
are necessarily in opposition to one another, is utterly 
absurd. And the idea of passing laws to cure this is more 
absurd. 


oe 


—A 


By GEORGE M. SLOCUM 
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NEWSPAPERS fev nner 
DESERVE traffic safety 
CREDIT! campaigns at 


last have made a sledge-hammer 
dent in the nation’s appalling an- 
nual highway toll. In some 40 
cities which sent newspapermen 
to the first C.I.T. Safety Seminar 
in New York last November the 
gospel of highway safety has 
been hammered home with a new 
technique and with marvelous re- 
sults. A 29 per cent average re- 
duction in traffic deaths achieved 
during the first quarter of 1938 in 
these cities was duplicated in the 
second quarter, it was announced 
Aug. 10 by John W. Darr, trustee 
and director of the C. I. T. foun- 
dation, in “Editor & Publisher,” 
this week. 
* s * 


IN SOME OF the first group’s 
cities the traffic toll plummeted 
as much as 75 per cent from the| 
1937 totals for the first six months, 
Mr. Darr said. The campaign of | 
the Canton (O.) Repository has 
reduced the number of deaths in 
that city from 17 in the first half 
of 1937 to 4 this year. Other out- 
standing reductions, credited prin- | 
cipally to newspapers by Mr. Darr, 
were: 


1937 1938 

Paper Deaths Deaths 
Birmingham News & 

ABOTOTAIG 2.6 ccicces 32 21 
Columbus Dispatch .... 46 22 
BUNS NNOWS icici 25 15 
San Diego Union- 

MD i. Wises gin veh are%e 28 10 
Gary (Ind.) Post-Tribune 34 14 
Syracuse Herald ...... 18 8 
Tulsa (Okla.) World... 14 8 
Youngstown (O.) Vindi- 

i ener ere 30 11 
Worcester (Mass.) Post 18 8 
Washington Post....... 55 40 

* 7 * 


NEWSPAPER CRUSADES for 
highway safety have been carried 
on for a number of years in count- 
less other cities with varying re- 
sults. With the C. I. T. becoming 
the spearhead for efforts of the 
press to reduce the huge annual 
highway toll, the drive appears 
to be well on the way to the suc- 
cess achieved by newspapers and 
other media in effecting a ‘Safe 
and Sane Fourth” throughout the 
nation. After 35 years of con- 
sistent campaigning against the 
use of fireworks the number 
killed over the last Independence 
Day celebration throughout the 
U. S. was six, compared with 
scores of deaths several decades 
ago. More than half of the 570 
other persons killed accidentally 
over the last Fourth of July week- 
end were victims of automobile 
accidents, however. This fact em- 
phasizes the necessity for contin- 
ued campaigning to reduce the 
highway toll, aptly termed “the 
great American tragedy.” 

* ” * 


Mr. Darr emphasized that the 
job of reducing traffic deaths 
“can’t be done by publicity alone.” 
Newspaper campaigns, he said, 
must be backed up by the work of 
community organizations, such as 
safety councils, the police depart- 
ment, the traffic courts and other 
functional organizations. In many 
instances the support of these 
groups is engineered by editors. 
Newspapers in cities where the 
best safety crusades have been ex- 
ecuted have “praised where praise 
is due, blamed where blame is 
due,” pointed out local hazards, 
and gradually coordinated the 
work of public and semi-public 
agencies, he said. 


* * - 

We add our laurels to the news- 
papers who are carrying on such 
an effective campaign for the| 
good of our industry.—G. M. S. 


Plucking Two Geese Won’t Put Feathers On One 





In This Corner-- 


& 
“Ridin? My Cayuse...” 
The views expressed in this column are those of our readers. 


Anonymous contributions will not be accepted but confidence 
will be observed upon request. 





Safety 


Colorado has an_ effective 
means of calling attention of 
tourists to driving regulations 
in the’ state. The Colorado 
Safety Council has prepared a 
sheet bearing cartoons and some 
“blank verse” entitled Howdy 


Neighbor. 
Condensed, it runs something 
like this: “I jest figger that rid- 


in’ my cayuse and drivin’ my 
car is some different. Now, I 
can roll a smoke with one hand, 
when I’m ridin’ high, but dog- 
gone if I can steer that new 
automobile of mine without 
usin’ two—it jest ain’t safe. 
Now, my horse can stop and 
turn on a dime. Lou’s got brains 
—but I got to do all the thinkin’ 
when I’m drivin’-—I can’t see 
the scenery without pullin’ off 
the road. . The range is the 
place for a wild cayuse; I keep 
my car gentled for use on the 
road. The law says 60 on open 
road—I kinda agree—40 in 
these smooth mountain parks is 
accordin’ to rules. Twenty on 
curves—you might meet a 
tenderfoot pullin’ leather. Hug- 
gin’ the inside of a curve, I 
mean. The towns all tell you 
how fast you can go.” 


On the reverse side of the 
sheet, cartooned cowboys _il- 
lustrate the types of hand sig- 
nals used in the state. 


Butane 


You printed a very interest- 
ing article in your Aug. 6 edi- 
tion, entitled “Truck Uses New 
Propane Fuel Mixture, Ends 
Test Run.” (By Jack Weed). 
Butane-propane is a compara- 
tively new industry, and we 


thought you might be interested 


in knowing just what has been 
accomplished with reference to 
using a butane-propane mixture 
for motor fuel. 

We have been using a butane- 
propane mixture as a fuel in 
our fleet of trucks for more 


than a year. We find it very de- 


sirable. First, the cost is less 
than gasoline, and next, it is 
more efficient. Also we_ find 


that we have no oil dilution, and 
it gives us much better perform- 
ance. 

We have found by actual 
comparison that our motors will 
last 50 per cent longer, and of 
course, we do not have the an- 
noyance of a spark knock that 
we find with gasoline, especial- 
ly when the trucks are heavily 
loaded. We also have several of 
our passenger cars that are be- 
ing operated on butane and have 
found it very desirable. We 
have a number of customers 
who are operating their trac- 
tors with butane and some are 
using it for irrigation pumps. 
Butane is now being used ex- 
tensively for oil well drilling. 

For your information we have 
two automatic gas system tanks, 
which are being used to drill an 


oil well close to Tyler.. They 
have drilled this well with 
eight Lincoln-Zephyr motors 


hooked up in one unit, and we 
are furnishing between 500 and 
600 gallons of butane per day, 
for this equipment. The writer 
personally inspected this drill- 
ing equipment and was in- 
formed that they had drilled 
2,500 feet in 48 hours. We would 
be glad to furnish you pictures 
and other information if you 
are interested. 

We are herewith enclosing on¢ 
of our catalogs and other sa‘¢s 
material which you are priv 
ileged to use if you think you! 
readers would find it interest- 
ing to read. 

The Automatic Gas System 
now represented in 16 states 
and many automobile dealers 
are also handling our product.— 
C. J. Bender, sales managé! 
wholesale division of Automat‘ 
Gas Co., Inc., Tyler, Tex. 
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of $104, 762 


That man over there is writing a check. 

Perhaps it’s for $829 or $871 to buy 
a new Hudson Terraplane; maybe it pays 
for a radio or refrigerator, a new suit or 
groceries. 

He buys so many things it’s difficult 
to say what this particular check is for. 

But, year in and year out, there is one 
check he always writes. A check for $5, 
payable to TIME. 

Every week he—and 700,000 like him 
—sit down with TIME to find out about 
the news. 

For they care more about the news 
today than ever before. They’ve come to 
see that the news is happening to them 
—that their own lives and livelihood are 
affected by what men are voting for and 
warring over, the taxes they talk up and 
those they talk down. 

And with the news deep in their blood, 
their interests widen. They get to care, 
too, about new trends in Education and 
new deals in Finance, about new discov- 
eries in Medicine and Science. 

These 700,000 families aren’t the only 
ones who care about the news today. Lots 
of people do. But the ones who care the 
most are the most intelligent people—the 
men and women with good jobs, good sal- 
aries, paying farms. And it is especially 
for these people that TIME is published. 
They’re the ones you can reach in TIME 
—and that’s what makes TIME so extraor- 
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dinary a medium for advertisers. 

For in TIME you are talking to a se- 
cure and sure 700,000 families, with 
stability far above the mass average— 
86.5% of them are of professional or 
executive status. 

Ten dozen surveys prove it, prove that 
TIME’s market stays firm through bad 
times and good—a SECURITY BASE for any 
advertiser. 

It was proved all over again in TIME’s 
most recent survey: 


TIME families spent $80,000,000 
for 1938 cars before May 1 of this 
year. 


Before May 1, mind you. Right through 
the gloomy first four months of 1938. 

No matter what you advertise—Hud- 
son Terraplanes or tires, cameras or hats 
or foods—it’s people like these you want 
to talk to. 

They’d be worth talking to even at five 
to ten thousand dollars a talk. For TIME 
readers are the leaders of every com- 
munity—the style-setters of a nation. No 
price would be excessive, to sell these key 
people. DN A: ATT 

But a TIME page costs less than $2500. 
Thirteen pages cost $30,550; twenty-six 
$57,850. 

That money, spent in TIME, won’t make 
any great hollows in your budget—and 
may build new peaks on your sales chart. 































































































a at — 
SN EOE ee RE a ae eS ves 


pe 
oy 


str e 


Sasser ee 


meres 
are 


ee 


SSE 


6 





AUTOMOTIVE NEWS, SATURDAY, AUGUST 20, 1938 





Car Mileage Is Determined By Owner’s Income 


Federal Survey Also Covers 
Annual Operating Costs) 





Special to Automotive News 

WASHINGTON. — “The more 
income the more mileage” is 
almost the rule for automobile- 
owning families in cities, vil- 
lages, and farm counties in the 
North Central part of this coun- 
try, according to the U. S. de- 
partment of agriculture. 

This is shown in automobile 
operation figures released this 
week by the bureau of home 
economics for native-white fam- 
ilies in seven cities, 46 villages, 
and four farm counties can- 
vassed in the family living study 
conducted in 1935-36 by the 
bureau. 

Here’s how the mileage figures 
ran for strictly family use of 
the car among the automobile- 
owning families: 

City: From an average of 
2,024 miles during the year for 
the families at the lowest income 
level studied ($250-$499) up to 
10,680 miles for the families at 
the highest income level ($5,000- 
$9,999). At each of 11 levels 
between these extremes, the 
mileage figure was higher than 
in the level below. 

Village: From an average of 
1,630 miles during the year at 
the lowest income level ($250- 
$499) up to 11,389 miles at the 
highest level ($5,000-$9,999). 
Mileage rose steadily up to the 
$3,000 income level, fell off a 
bit, then rose to a peak at the 
highest income level. 

Farm: From an average of 
2,011 miles for the year at the 
lowest income level analyzed for 
farm families ($0-$249) to 8,476 
at the highest level ($5,000- 
$9,999). The rise was consistent 
with the exception of a slight 
set-back high up the income 
scale. 

In addition to the average 
number of miles driven, the 
study shows: Percentage of the 
8,414 families interviewed re- 
porting car ownership; average 
expenditures for operation of 
the automobile for family use 
over a 12-month period in the 
year 1935-36; and the percent- 
age of total operation expense 
charged to family as differenti- 
ated from business use of the car. 
In the cities, more than 80 per 
cent of all operation was charged 
to family use of the car; in the 


EystonConfident 
He Will Set Up 
New Speed Mark 


BONNEVILLE SALT FLATS, 
Utah.—After Capt. George E. 
T. Eyston piloted his speed car 
Thunderbolt at an _ estimated 
270 miles an hour here Tues- 
day in the first warmup test 
of the year he said he was con- 
fident of breaking his own rec- 
ord of 311.24 M.P.H. 

Smoke and fumes from too 
tight brakes filled the cockpit 
during the trial run, forcing 
the retired English army offic- 
er to use an inhalator. 

Eyston said that he _ con- 
sidered the brake trouble slight 
and was gratified with the ma- 
chine’s performance over the 
same course where he estab- 
lished the world measured mile 
record last November. 

He said the mushy ends of 
the thirteen-mile saline course 
would delay an assault on the 
record for at least a week. 








City Managers Meet 

WASHINGTON .—Traffic problems, 
with special attention to the in- 
creasingly critical parking situation 
in municipalities throughout the 
country, will be among the most 
important subjects up for discus- 
sion at the silver anmiveseety con- 
ference of the International City 
Managers’ Assn., it was learned 
here this week. The meeting will be 
held at Boston, Sept. 26 to 29. 


villages, from 56 to 88 per cent; 
on the farms from 42 to 82 per 
cent. 


Automobile ownership among| — 


the families studied in the city, 
village, and farm communities 
was as follows: 

Forty-one per cent of the city 
families in the lowest income 
bracket and 98 per cent of those 
in the highest bracket; 37 per 


cent of the village families in|: 


the lowest bracket and 90 per 
cent of those in the three high- 


est brackets; 43 per cent of the % 


farm families at the lowest in- 
come level and 90 per cent of 
those at one of the higher levels. 
These percentages are somewhat 
higher than would be found if 
all families had been studied. 
By limiting the study to na- 
tive-white, non-relief families 
(except in the Southeast where 
native Negro families were 
studied) some of the lower in- 
come families, less likely to own 
cars, were eliminated. 


Range of Outlay 


The outlay on operating the 
automobile or automobiles for 
family purposes ranged as fol- 
lows: 

Cities: From an average of 
$39 for automobile owning fami- 
lies in the lowest income class 
to an average of $225 during the 
year for owning families in the 
highest income class. 

Villages: From an average of 
$30 during the year for families 
that owned cars in the lowest 
income class to an average of 
$193 for families in the highest 
bracket. 

Farm counties: From an 
average of $51 during the year 
for the lowest income families 
to an average of $144 for the 
highest. 

These averages, as well as 
the others quoted here, are 
based upon car-owning families. 
The bureau also has computed 
averages based on all families 
studied, whether or not they 
owned cars. Such _ all-family 
averages appear on the tables 
that have been prepared. The 
tables also include data that 
provide a means of computing 
total operation expense _ per 
family for automobile-owning 
families at different income 
levels. 


Fuel Biggest Item 


Like food for the family, gas- 
oline was the most substantial 
item of expense for the family 
car, ranging for the city families 
from a year’s average of $20 
for all the families owning cars 
in the lowest bracket to $118 
for those in the highest bracket; 
for the village families similarly 
from $16 to $115; for the farm 
families, from $20 to $82. 

Oil and tires and tubes ran 
a race in the family expendi- 
ture columns. Oil got the best 
of it in the cities and villages, 
and the tires and tubes on the 
country roads. The city families 
had average expenditures for 
oil ranging from $3 in the low- 
est bracket to $16 at the high- 
est. Average expense for tires 
and tubes ranged from $2 to $15. 
The village families spent an 
average of from $3 to $13 on 
oil and from less than 50 cents 
to $13 on tires and tubes; the 
farm families from $5 to $11 
on oil and from: $7 to $14 on 
tires and tubes. The highest 
average expenditure did not 
always occur at the top of the 
income scale. 

For repairs and service, the 
city families paid from an aver- 
age of $2 at the lowest income 
bracket to an average of $21 at 
the highest; the village families 
from $3 at the lowest level to 
$18 at a higher level; the farm 
families from $7 at the lowest 
level to $19 at a higher level. 








STEEL WORK has been completed for the huge Ford Motor Co. ex- 
hibit building at the New York World’s Fair, against the background of 
the Trylon (center) and the Perisphere (left), which form theme center 


of fair. 
elevated highwa 
and manufacturing exhibits. 


Ford exhibit will be climaxed by .the “Road of Tomorrow”, an 
one-half mile long as part of the company’s institutional 


Ford’s ‘Road of Tomorrow’ 


Exhibit Set for N.Y. Fair 





DEARBORN.—Tribute to the 
far-reaching part played by the 
Ford car in bringing about the 
development of modern high- 
ways throughout the world will 
be paid in a prophetic “Road of 
Tomorrow” at the Ford expo- 
sition at the New York World’s 
Fair. 

This forecast of the modern, 
high speed, safety highways, 
carrying out the “World of To- 


morrow” theme of the fair 
itself, will be an amazing 
elevated thoroughfare built 


prophetically as part of the ex- 
position building which will 
house the Ford institutional and 
manufacturing exhibits. Steel- 
work for the building and the 
elevated highway is now in 
place. 

Winding up huge spiral ramps, 
the roadway will circle the top 
of the exposition building as 
well as an adjoining patio, at 
two points actually passing 
through the building itself. 
Visitors will ride on this road- 
way in Ford and Lincoln-Zephyr 
cars, and will be able during 
the ride to enjoy a commanding 
view of the entire grounds from 


Detroit Council 
Seeks to Divert 
State Car Fund 


DETROIT.—An amendment to 
the Michigan gasoJjine and 
weight tax law, which would 
remove the restriction that such 
taxes be used only for roads, 
was urged this week by De- 
troit’s common council. 

In a resolution presented by 
Council President Edward J. 
Jeffries jr., the council asked 
Gov. Murphy to include the 
amendment in his call for a spe- 
cial session. 

“Other states use this money 
for all purposes,” Jeffries said. 
“Why can’t we? As it is now 
the money is given by the state 
to the county road commission 
and they appropriate it for road 
purposes. I think the board of 
supervisors should have the 
power to allocate it for things 
it sees fit.” 

Jeffries said that the resolu- 
tion was suggested by John W. 
Smith, former councilman. 





Price War Rages 
CHICAGO.—A gasoline price war, 
with reductions ranging from three 
to four cents a gallon on all grades 
is on in Chicago, with no progress 
made toward terminating it and re- 
storing prices. 


the highest levels around the 
topmost setback of the building. 

The “Road of Tomorrow” ex- 
hibit is actually the fourth in 
a series of roads exhibits by 
the Ford Motor Co. which have 
proved so popular at recent 
international fairs. 


The exhibit takes its keynote 
directly from the theme of the 
fair itself, the “World of To- 
morrow”, as was the case with 
the other roads exhibits at re- 
cent international fairs at Chi- 
cago, San Diego and Dallas. 

The first of these was the 
“Roads of the World” at the 
Ford Exposition at the Chicago 
World’s Fair in 1934. This ori- 
ginal road exhibit was suggested 
by an early Ford advertisement, 
which was headlined, “You 
Find Ford Cars on All Roads of 
the World.” The Chicago ex- 
hibit included reproductions of 
a score of famous highways all 
over the world which have 
watched the march of civili- 
zation down through the ages. 


At the Panama-Pacific Inter- 
national Exposition at San Diego 
in 1935, the “Roads of the Pa- 
cific” presented a similar repre- 
sentation of historic highways in 
countries bordering the Pacific 
Ocean, and at the Texas Cen- 
tennial in Dallas a year later the 
“Roads of the Southwest” repro- 
duced still another series of his- 
toric highways which played 
their part in the development of 
the Southwest. In these three 
expositions, the Ford roads ex- 
hibits drew upon the whole 
gamut of famous highways, both 
ancient and modern. 


It was natural, _ therefore, 
when plans for the Ford exhibit 
at the New York fair began to 
take form a year ago that the 
designers should turn to a pro- 
phetic glimpse into the future 
and to attempt to forecast the 
type of high speed safety 
thoroughfares, which modern 
engineering would provide to 
solve the problem of the in- 
creasing volume and the accel- 
erating speed of highway traffic. 


The “Road of Tomorrow” will 
represent their conception of 
what the highways of the future 
will look like to motor travelers 
of future generations. It is ex- 
pected to be the focal point of 
the Ford exhibit. 

The Chicago Ford exposition 
in 1934 drew more than 12,500,- 
000 visitors, the 1935 San Diego 
exhibit 2,700,000, and the Dallas 
show 3,198,000. Because the ex- 
hibit in New York is expected 
to be so dramatic and the “Road 
of Tomorrow” so prophetic of 
these highways, the 1939 Ford 
exposition is confidently ex- 
pected to attract 15,000,000 to 
20,000,000 persons. 





40 Cities Save 


250 Lives in 
First 6 Months 


NEW YORK.—The 40 cities, 
represented by newspapers at 
the first C. I. T. Seminar of 
Safety late last year, have re. 
ported to the C. I. T. Safety 
Foundation that on the average 
deaths from _ traffic accidents 
have been reduced more than 
29 per cent and personal in- 
juries approximately 15 per 
cent. 

Total number of traffic accj- 
dent deaths for the first six 
months of 1938, the period for 
which the figures apply, in these 
40 cities amounted to 607, con- 
trasted to 858 for the same 
period of the year before, an 
indicated saving of 251 lives. 

This compares with an esti- 
mate for the country ds a whole 
of a 22 per cent reduction in 
traffic accident deaths during 
the first half of this year. 


While the average reduction 
in traffic accident deaths was 
29.3 per cent, personal injuries, 
aside from deaths, were also re- 
duced 14.9 per cent. In these 
40 cities during the first six 
months of 1938 the newspapers 
reported to the Foundation a 
total number of traffic accident 
injuries of 19,878, against 23,357 
last year for the same period. 

On the basis of population 
these six months average re- 
ductions amount to 6.9 deaths 
this year as against 9.7 last year 
per 100,000 population, and 220.4 
personal injuries this year as 
against 264.2 last year per 100,- 
000 population. 





New Ventilator 
Announced by 
Evans Products 


DETROIT.— The  Heating- 
Ventilating division of Evans 
Products Co. announces a 
streamlined type of power ex- 
haust ventilator for installation 
in passenger buses. The new 
unit is installed in the roof and 
provides for exhaust of fumes 
and odors. 

It has the capacity to expel 
165 cubic feet of air per minute 
from the interior of a bus, and 
is available for 6 or 12-volt 
systems. The number of ven- 
tilators required depends on 
the size of the vehicle. The ex- 
haust fan, which is housed in- 
side the ventilator and controlled 
from the dash, need be used 
only when bus is standing or in 
slow-moving | traffic. In the 
higher speed ranges, the ven- 
tilator functions at maximum 
efficiency without use of fan. 

Evans engineers claim that the 
power roof ventilator is easily 
installed, is readily accessible 
for oiling and inspection, with a 
motor that can be instantly re- 
moved for servicing. 





Seager Named Chairman 
For MEMA’s Convention 


CHICAGO. — B. W. Ruark, 
general manager of the Motor 
and Equipment Wholesalers 
Assn., this week announced that 
the personnel of the association’s 
annual convention committee 
has just been completed. It will 
function at the meetings held 
before and during the Automo- 
tive Service Industries Show 
here at Navy Pier in December. 

E. R. Seager, Cleveland, is 
chairman of the group, which 
is made up also of M. L. Yantis, 
Fort Smith, Ark.; J. M. McClure, 
Minneapolis, Minn.; C. E. Ham- 
lin, Jackson, Mich., and F. H. 
Suter, Milwaukee, Wis. 
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Tire Inventories Found Well Below Year Ago 


Present Stocks Now Equal 


To 2 Months’ 


Requirements 





CLEVELAND.—Inventory sit-|ufacturers’ Association amounted 


uation in the tire industry ap- 
pears to be well in hand at pres- 
ent with manufacturers’ stocks 
29.6 per cent under a year ago 
on July 1, with tires and tubes 
held by retail outlets both well 
under last year, according to a 
Wall Street Journal survey. 

Manufacturers in particular 
have been unsually successful in 
cutting stocks in line with de- 
creasing demand during the past 
year. Independent dealers’ 
stocks on July 1 were the low- 
est since estimates were started 
in April, 1936. 

Stocks held by oil company 
distributors were higher July 1 
than at any other date for which 
estimates are available except 
Jan. 1, 1938. Inventories of 
other mass distributors including 
manufacturer-owned stores, 
mail-order houses and other 
large retail chains, were slightly 
above earlier 1938 estimates on 
July 1 but were well under 1937 


figures. 

The following table shows U. 
S. department of commerce esti- 
mates of casings and tubes held 
by various types of retail outlets 
as of July 1, and April 1, 1938, 


and July 1 and April 1, 1937 

(000 omitted): 

Casings 
Independ- Other 

ent Oil retail 

Deal- Com- Out- 

Date ers* panies lets Total 
July 1, 1938... 1,778 2,079 2,156 6,013 
April 1, 1938... 1,932 1,869 2,051 5,852 
July 1, 1937... 2,161 1,996 2,299 6,456 
April 1, 1937 2,465 1,853 2,304 6,622 

Inner Tubes 
July 1, 1938 2,289 1,805 1,782 5,876 
April 1, 1938... 2,585 1,918 1,728 6,231 
July 1, 1937... 2,602 1,960 2,129 6,691 
April 1, 1937... 3,155 2,019 2,170 17,344 


*Independent dealer data does not in- 
clude those holding less than 100 cas- 
ings each on April 1, 1937. Such dealers 
are estimated by trade statisticians to 
hold between 1,000,000 and 1,250,000 cas- 
ings at different seasons of the year. 
They were probably at a low point on 
July 1, 1938. 

Manufacturers’ stocks, as re- 
ported by the Rubber Man- 


Hard Copper 
Made Daily at 
Ford Plant 


DEARBORN.—The dream of 
making copper as hard as steel— 
a dream that possessed the an- 
cients with almost the intensity 
of their ambition to transmute 
base metals into gold—is being 
realized every day by Ford Mo- 
tor Co. metallurgists. 

They regularly make a copper 
so hard it could actually be used 
to forge steel, and to accomplish 
this they use as an alloy the 
little-known element beryllium 
which until a few years ago cost 
$100 a pound. 

“This hard copper of course is 
beryllium copper, but only a 
very small proportion of beryl- 
lium is required to give the 
copper the desired hardness,” 
according to R. H. McCarroll, 
in charge of chemical and metal- 
lurgical engineering for Ford 
Motor Co. “The method of mak- 
ing it was discovered only a 
few years ago, and the metal 
has quickly found many in- 
dustrial uses. 

“One of its principal uses is 
for making non-sparking ham- 
mers and other tools necessary 
in industrial processes, where 
Sparks might create an explosion 
hazard. The chemical industry 
uses lots of it for this purpose. 

“We manufacture’ beryllium 
Copper in our plant at Dundee, 
Mich., for use in making electric 
Welding electrodes, because it 








has a high electrical conduc- 
tivity and won’t deform under 
eavy loads.” 

The Ford plant at Dundee is 
one of the dozen or more Ford 
‘village industries” operated in 
small Michigan communities. 


to 8,811,603 casings and 
8,106,286 inner tubes at end 
of June. This compares with 


10,819,552 casings and 10,129,854 
tubes March 31; and with 12,- 
528,789 and 11,745,722 at end of 
June, 1937. There is probably 
some duplication between these 
figures and the department of 
of June. This compares with 
commerce estimates of dealers’ 
stocks, since the latter figures 
include manufacturers’ stocks in 
company owned stores. 


At the rate manufacturers 
were delivernig casings in June 
(4,025,918 were shipped in that 
month, according to the associa- 
tion) stocks were equal to about 


—WILLYS DEALERS THANK “THEIR LUCKY STARS 


FOR BIGGER 


@ The news is out—the public is responding 
and Willys dealers are profiting! 

What’s more... Willys offers a market 
THREE times as biz as other cars offer. The 
upper bracket of the used car field (in the 
Willys price range) has TWICE as many 
buyers as the low-price, new-car field. That 


WILLYS 








o————“ 
2.2 month’s requirements. This 


compares with about 2.3 months 
in June, 1937, so it is apparent 
the inventory situation is more 
than holding its own despite the 
40 per cent decline in first half 
shipments. 

Furthermore, the department 
of commerce figures indicate that 
this drop in manufacturers’ 
stocks has not been accomplished 
by pushing casings and tubes 
out on retail outlets since these 
stores had 6.9 per cent fewer 
casings and 12.9 per cent fewer 
tubes on July 1 than a year ago. 
Most of the decline in tire sales 
thus far this year has, of course, 
been in original equipment tires. 


Rogers Is Honored 

CHICAGO.—Dr. F. M. Rogers, chief 
chemist of the Standard Oil Co. of 
Indiana refinery at Whiting, Ind., 
has been awarded a gold pin by the 
company in recognition of 30 years 
of service. After joining Standard 
in 1908, he rose to become chief 
chemist at Whiting in 1914, 







Oklahoma Report Shows 
Distribution of Car Funds 





OKLAHOMA CITY. — The 
state tax commission has issued 
a report showing the disposition 
of all collections during the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1938. 

Of the $1,433,158 motor ve- 
hicle excise taxes collected, ap- 
portionment was as follows: 

General enforcement fund, 
$39,262; general revenue fund, 
$1,368,711; Oklahoma tax com- 
mission fund, $493, and state 
assistance fund, $24,690. 

The $13,864,246 gasoline ex- 
cise tax was split as follows: 
general revenue fund, $3,164; 
highway construction and main- 
tenance fund, $9,750,904; Okla- 
homa tax commission fund, 


means Willys prospects are THREE to ONE 
of other dealers. 

FAST TURNOVER! 

Willys is liberal and fair. Believes you are 
the kingpin in your town. 

Write for ALL the facts of the Willys plan. 
Willys-Overland Motors, Inc., Toledo, Ohio. 


HALF 
THE GAS.. 
TWICE 
THE STYLE 


$414,057; retirement of state 
debt, $333,805; to counties, $3,- 
362,314. 

Of the motor vehicle mileage 
tax of $1,287,200 the following: 
highway construction and main- 
tenance, $579,240; mileage tax 
adjustment fund, $25,744; Okla- 
homa tax commission fund, 
=" and to counties, $579,- 


The $5,113,184 collected in 
motor vehicle license fees was 
divided as follows: general en- 
forcement fund, $511,211; high- 
way construction and mainte- 
nance fund, $1,380,515; general 
revenue fund, $388; Oklahoma 
tax commission fund, $67.79. 
























































Solid Steel Top and Body 
Powerful Fuel-Saver Engine 
Extra-Wide Road Vision 
Heavy Gauge Steel K-X Frame 


Front Seat Wider Than 
“Other Three” 


Oversized Brakes 


Big, Airplane-type Hydraulic 
Shock Eliminators 
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Business Gains Momentum as Employment Rises 


U. 


S. Doubles Purchases 


of Automotive Supplies 


(Continued from Page 1) 


motive purchases are included; 
particularly trucks at this time. 
The Farm Security Adminis- 
tration, for example, in one 
week has let a total of about 
$250,000 in truck contracts to a 
number of manufacturers. 

Also, the department of com- 
merce reported that an upward 
trend is expected in production 
and employment in the automo- 
tive industry. This report, made 
early in the week, was sub- 
stantiated within a few days by 
the Ford re-employment an- 
nouncement and by the steady 
accretion of workers on payrolls 
of other manufacturers in vir- 
tually all branches of the in- 
dustry. 

That the increased activity 
in the automotive industry is 
finding a_ reflection along the 


whole business front is seen in 
a survey of the general outlook. 

For instance, one finds during 
the last week of July and the 
first two weeks of August, the 
business of the telephone oper- 


Le | 


CASING FAILS! 


Interested? 
information to your nearest Goodyear 
District Office, or to: Goodyear, Akron, 
Ohio—or Los Angeles, California. 


Coodyear LifeGuard is a 2-ply reserve tire inside the tube ... 
inflated through the same valve. If casing and tube fail, the inner 
tire holds enough air to support the car until it can be brought 
to a smooth, safe stop. Goodyear LifeGuards are made in sizes 
for passenger cars and tracks. 


ating units of the American 
Telephone and Telegraph Co. in- 
creased very substantially and 
in opposition to the usual seas- 
onal trend. It is apparent, of 
course, that this is an economic 
index of the first importance. 
According to AT&T officials, the 
upswing in telephone business 
is making itself felt a full month 
ahead of time. 

While federal statistics show 
that retail trade still is lagging 
somewhat behind last year, 
there was a definite disposition 
to place some of the blame on 
the terrifically hot weather, 
which has blanketed large areas 
throughout the country for the 
past couple of weeks. This 
would seem to be fair in view 
of the fact that there has been 
a moderate but very general 
advance in the volume of whole- 
sale trade. 

The lumber industry is busier 
than it has been, and Wash- 
ington was gratified to note that 
there was a small increase in 





He’ would you like to make a hand- 

some extra profit on every new car 
you sell — almost without effort, and at 
no additional sales cost? 


Here’s all you do: When any customer 
buys a new car just say —“And you want 
a set of Goodyear LifeGuards, of course. 
They make your driving infallibly safe 
against the hazards of all tire failures; 
we can finance the cost right along with 
the car purchase.” 


Actually it’s as simple as that — because 
Goodyear’s big national campaign has 
sold American. motorists on LifeGuards! 


Then write or wire for full 


both 


LIFEGUARD, a registered trade-mark of The Goodyear 
Tire & Rubber Company, fully protected by patents, 


ye YEAR 





oe FEGUARDS 


MORE PEOPLE RIDE ON GOODYEAR TIRES THAN ON ANY OTHER KIND 
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ARCHITECT’S DRAWING of the new Detroit plant and general offices 


construction of which started this week. Structure 


will be in two units, having a total floor area of 121,222 square feet. Plant, 
which will house all manufacturing operations now done at separate 


plants in Cleveland, Stamford, Conn., 


and Detroit, will have the largest 


cemented carbide production capacity in this country. 


the volume of industrial power 
sales in Detroit. The latter was 
accompanied by an impressive 
drop in the number of families 
on relief. The two factors com- 
bined to give the department of 
commerce a much needed lift 
on a day when both temperature 
and humidity along the Potomac 
were pushing toward the 100 
mark. 


Advices of a financial char- 
acter also showed that fun- 
damental betterment is taking 
place. Because of a recent step- 
up, there now is held to be every 
reason to believe that the vol- 
ume of private corporate finan- 
cing will almost reach last year's 
volume of $500,000,000. Private 
bond sales to date total about 
$300,000,000; and a wide variety 
of industries are represented. 
Public bond sales so far are 
above $600,000,000. 


There was a significant report 
out of the department of labor, 
too, covering building. Secre- 
tary Perkins said that more 
than 120,000 dwelling units were 
provided in buildings, for which 
permits were issued in urban 
areas during the first half of the 
year. Two of the nine geo- 
graphic divisions provided more 
dwelling units during the first 
half of this year than during the 
same period of 1937. In the ur- 
ban area as a whole, approx- 
imately one per cent more 
dwelling units were provided 
this year than last. 


IHC Curtails 
Operations in 
Two Factories 


CHICAGO. — International 
Harvester Co. this week cur- 
tailed operations sharply at its 
Chicago tractor works and its 
Milwaukee plant. 

The Milwaukee plant had 
been closed for the month of 
July but re-opened on Aug. 1 
with approximately 4,000 em- 
ployes. This week’s curtailment 
reduced the force to about 700. 

The Chicago plant was closed 
for the last two weeks of July 
and also re-opened on Aug. 1 
with some 4,000 men going to 
work. Staff there has been re- 
duced to about 600. 

The company’s truck plants at 
Ft. Wayne, Ind., and Springfield, 
O., closed for the first two weeks 
of August, were re-opened on a 
curtailed basis this week. The 
plant at Rock Island, Ill., which 
was closed on July 1, is still 
down, with only a skeleton staff 
working. 





National Distributors 
Appointed by Hylyte 
CHICAGO.—National _ distri- 
bution for Hylyte batteries and 
penetrating sulphuric acid has 
been taken over by Fred A. 
Schaefer and George B. Kapilla. 
The _ distributing organization 
has its headquarters at the Hy- 
lyte plant, 2007 W. Grand ave. 


Speakers Listed 
For 7th Congress 
On Management 


NEW YORK.—Program of the 
approaching seventh Inter- 
national Management Congress, 
announced this week by William 
L. Batt, chairman of the co-or- 
dinating committee, contains 
scheduled addresses and papers 
by more than 200 experts in the 
fields of administration, produc- 
tion, distribution, personnel, ag- 
riculture, and the home. 

The congress will open its 
five-day series of general and 
technical sessions in Washington 
on Sept. 19, continuing through 
Sept. 23. 


Among the speakers are Cor- 





dell Hull, secretary of state; 
Daniel C. Roper, secretary of 
commerce; Lewis H. Brown, 


president of the Johns-Manville 
Corp.; W. J. Cameron, Ford 
Motor Co.; Karl T. Compton, 
president of Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology; William 
Allen White, editor, the Emporia 
Gazette; and John G.Winant, di- 
rector, International Labor 
Office. 


Included among those who 
will preside at the various ses- 
sions are C. S. Ching, director 
of industrial and public rela- 
tions, U. S. Rubber Products, 
Inc.; Clarence Francis, presi- 
dent, General Foods Corp.; Dr. 
Harvey N. Davis, president, 
Stevens Institute of Technology; 
W. Averell Harriman, partner, 
Brown Brothers, Harriman & 


Co.; and Charles R. Hook, presi-|g 


dent, American Rolling Mill Co. 

The sponsoring group is the 
International Committee of 
Scientific Management, the 
American affiliate of which is 
the National Management Coun- 
cil, composed of the American 
Management Assn., the Ameri- 
can Society of Mechanical En- 
gineers, the Assn. of Consulting 
Management Engineers, the In- 
ternational City Managers’ Assn., 
the Life Office Management 
Assn., the Personal Research 
Federation, and the Society for 
the Advancement of Manage- 
ment. 


Ternstedt Division Set 
To Resume Production 
TRENTON, N. J.—Production 
is scheduled to begin early in 
September at the Ternstedt 
Trenton Division of General Mo- 
tors Corp. and men and women 
operators now are being en- 
gaged for employment. 
Unofficial reports are that 1,- 
200 workers per shift will be 
used when the full program is 
under way. About half of those 
to be employed will be women, 
most of whom will be assigned 
to factory work, with only a few 
required for clerical tasks. 
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with Ford Motor Co. and the | its readers in step with march of | 


Chicago Automobile Trade Assn. 


events throughout motordom. 





Crude Rubber 


Consumption 
Up 5% in July 


NEW YORK. — Consumption 
of crude rubber by manufactur- 
‘rs in the United States during 
July is estimated to be 32,209 
long tons, which compares with 
30,629 long tons during June. 
an increase of 5.2 per cent, but 
26.3 per cent under July a year 
ago, according to the Rubber 
Manufacturers Assn. Consump- 
tion for July 1937 was 43,702 
(revised) long tons. 

This _ organization _ reports 
gross imports of crude rubber 
for July to be 22,918 long tons, 
a decrease of 11.9 per cent under 
the June figure of 26,011 long 
tons and 41.4 per cent under the 
39,108 long tons imported in 
July, 1937. 

Total domestic stocks of crude 
rubber on hand July 31 are 
estimated at 284,914 long tons. 
which compares with June 30 
stocks of 294,566 long tons and 
167,094 long tons on hand July 
31, 1937. 

Crude rubber afloat to United 
States ports as of July 31 is 
estimated to be 40,400 long tons 
which compares’ with 32,079 
long tons afloat on June 30 and 
75,779 long tons afioat on July 
31 a year ago. 

July reclaimed rubber con- 
sumption is estimated at 8,273 
long tons, production 7,109 long 
tons, stocks on hand July 31. 
18,832 long tons. 





New Device Perfected 

HARTFORD, Conn.—A new device 
for ascertaining the carbon monox- 
ide content of any given air space, 
has been nerfected and will be made 
available to the public within a 
short time, according to the engi- 
neering department of the Travelers 
Insurance Co. Almost negligible in 
cost, the new device can be con- 
structed of materials obtainable from 
a hardware store and a drugstore 
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. TOPPING 
PAUL BUNYAN 


IN STRENGTH--NICKEL CAST IRONS 





Daily doing tasks beyond the 
strength and skill of Michigans 
legendary Paul Bunyan, big ma- 
chine tools shoulder the burden 
of manufacturing industry. 4 
typical example is the huge threat 
miller built by the Smalley Gen- 
eral Company, Bay City, Michi- 
gan. Judge its size by consideriné 
that it can mill 1 to 14 threads 
per inch, up to 9 inches length. 
‘n one revolution! The miller } 
fitted with an air chuck holding 
stock up to 16 inches in diameter! 
For oil well parts, the machine 
has a hollow-bored spindle ove! 
9 inches in diameter. To take the 
punishment of extremely heavy 
duty service, it is essential t 
make many working parts fron 
high-grade Nickel cast iron 
Beds, slides, taper bars, 
spindles are 1.25% 
iron made 

Company. 


by Bay City Foundry 
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End of Double Fuel Taxation Seen by June, 1939 
Willys to Be Of ficial Cars 


For National Air Races 


Capital Opposition Growing| 
To U.S. Emergency Levies 


special to Automotive News 


WASHINGTON.—Double tax- 





















the revenue is derived from auto- 
motive levies, with the result 











Committees of both the House 
and Senate have recommended 
that the federal government 
withdraw from the taxation of 
gasoline, leaving it to the 
states. The legislatures of near- 
ly half the states also have 











TOLEDO.—Selection of Willys 


blue trim and will bear the in- 
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S and > | 
it | Rate Hearing ll J 
r e pis Oy 
nite) In Kansas City me < 
31 is 
tons KANSAS CITY.—An_Inter- 
2.079 | state Commerce Commission 
) ang | hearing on truck rates in Illinois, 
Dae Iowa, Missouri and parts of 
— Kansas and Nebraska, was held 
here this week. Paul W. Coyle, 
con- | an examiner for the commission, 
8,273 | conducted the hearing which is 
long | intended to establish a basis 
, 3) | for uniform rates in this ter- 
ritory. 
Figures were presented to the 
examiner showing that 55 truck 
d lines operating in the territory 
evice | affected lost $571,847 in 1937. 
nox More than 200 truck line exec- 
pace | utives and lawyers, represent- 
in : ing truck lines, attended the 
engi- | hearing. 
be econ 
c | Armco to Spend 
store 
$450,000 on Plant 
a a ae . 
CINCINNATI. — American 
18A Rolling Mill Co. will spend 
about $450,000 over the next 
eas} three months at the Ashland, 
Kentucky plant for improve- 


ments and repairs, it was learn- 
ed this week. 

The object is to maintain em- 
ployment at as high a level as 
possible during the period when 
operations are at a _ reduced 
rate. 
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0 Four Neb. Dealers Cited 
the Under Regulatory Act 
an:| _ LINCOLN, Neb.— Under the 
Be ~ | motor vehicle dealers’ regulatory 
vd act, four automobile dealers 
rde"| have been cited by State Engi- 
- “} neer A. C. Tilley, administrator, 
rea’? to appear before the advisory 
Gen board on Aug. 29 and 30 for 
ich} hearings on alleged violations of 
ring} the act. 
‘eads The A. C. Nelson Automobile 
ngth| Sales Co. of Omaha and the 
ri Peterson Implement Co. of Irv- 
din ington have both been cited to 
etel.}] appear Aug. 29 on the same 
hine} charge—selling a new car with- ; Sehr ts 
over} Out being licensed to do so. The You get fast action . . . and 
the} Same charge has_ also_ been quality glass... when you 
savy} brought against the Mitchell use this convenient service. 
| t oe se Hebron, — f Your customer gets satis- 
ro as been cited to appear Aug. : 5 ae "i 
iron, 30. On the same date the case | ee = every . 
nai of the co- partnership of John| Order your part by number from our nearest warehouse. oa te ee cee, ity 
watt ane ee _ sg veg wif Within 24 hours after receipt of your order, the part will ‘ " BK ae ; oy veer] part 
= They r vee ot Bos a be shipped The Pittsburgh Auto Glass Parts Service saves is guaranteed to fit, 
pre See — — =) time ... does away with slip Si It was designed to make 
ini Nonally publishing misleading | 
CY) advertising in regard to their| glass replacements a profitable part of your business 
"0! product. 
un - — } 
ng Se fisted Reais reased | vy | j | i S B U RG H. 
MERIDEN, Conn.—The Meriden plant | WO ? Rh 
of the New Departure division of | LY re 
AL General Motors is now on a schedule a 
of a four-day-week of 32 hours, hav Y 
NY Ale added one day of eight hours 
Also 121 employes, temporarily out oT Y - gn TrTe r , > 
rg] Sf work, have hood recalled to" tives GRANT BUILDING PITTSBURGH, PA. 
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Houston Dealer Increases Service Volume 50% 


Credits Vigorous Followup, 


Modern Shop, Equipment 





Special to Automotive News 

HOUSTON, Tex.—By a vigor- 
ous follow-up system of its cus- 
tomer list of 3,400 owners, A. 
D. Sory Pontiac Co. here has 
increased its service and parts 
business 50 per cent during the 
first half of 1938 over the same 
period of a year ago. Sory 
expects to maintain the same 
ratio of increase for the balance 
of the year. 

The Sory company has 
handled Pontiacs in Houston for 
six years and General Motors 
cars for 21 years. Service man- 
ager Lee S. Smith has occupied 
that position in the organization 
for the entire 21-year period. 

Early in 1938 the company 
moved into a new building and 
modernized every department. 

The follow-up together with 
the complete service facilities 
which include lubrication, mo- 





Quaint Quirks 
That Build 
Business 


Merchandising of used cars 
by the A. B. Poe Motor Co., El 
Paso, Tex., is helped consider- 
ably by this firm’s policy of 
keeping all used cars of the late 
model class—1934, 1935, 1936, 
1937—in a building on the used 
car lot while the oldre cars, be- 
low 1934 models, stand outside 
the lot. 

Under this plan, the better 
models of used cars can be kept 
very clean and sell quicker. 








In connection with the Chey- 
enne famous annual Frontier 
Days and Nights, the Roe Motor 
Co. of Cheyenne, Wyo., gave 
tickets to this famous wildwest 
celébration to people who bought 
used cars before a certain date. 

The tickets ranged from two 
on a $100 purchase to 10 for a 
$500 purchase. This idea stimu- 
lated a lot of business and helped 
to publicize the event as well. 

ae af oa 


White Auto Stores, with 11 
stores throughout Texas and 
Oklahoma, is using a very suc- 
cessful radio program in the 
form of a “Man On The Street” 
presentation. 

This program, on daily from 
12 to 12:15 p. m., differs from 
others of its type in that ques- 
tions asked pedestrians on El 
Paso (Tex) streets are sent in 
by listeners who are awarded 
prizes for the best questions 
sent in. 


tor and safety testing, brake, 
front end and frame aligning, 
motor analyzing and body re- 
building, are chiefly responsible 
for the marked increase in serv- 
ice business. 

The_ parts department is 
equally modern with open type 
of parts display. 

The percentage of fixed gross 
service profit to fixed expense 
increased from 41 per cent for 
the first half of 1937 to 60 per 
cent for the same period of this 
year. Customer labor sales in- 
creased 57 per cent; number of 
repair orders 20 per cent; amount 
of customer labor increased from 
$3.90 per repair order last year 
to $5.08 per order this year. 

Total parts sales increased 30 
per cent, while parts sales in- 
creased from $2.79 per repair 
order in 1937 to $3.63 per order 
for the current year. Volume of 
lubrication business has _in- 
increased 100 per cent since the 
move was made into the new 
building this year with the 
modernized equipment. 

The Jiffy owner follow-up 
system is employed. For the 
past two months a special cam- 
paign has been on to sell Pon- 
tiac Service Saver coupon books. 
The entire organization was di- 
vided into two teams and 800 
of the coupon books were sold 
during the last half of June and 
in July. A further increase of 
25 per cent in the sale of parts 
and accessories was gained dur- 
ing the campaign over the al- 
ready good increase that had 
been made this year. 

It is the policy of the Sory 
company to have satisfied cus- 
tomers and to give the best 
workmanship possible. Monthly 
service meetings are held for 
the whole service organization 
to train the personnel to do still 
better work. 


Boston Dealers’ Financial 
Condition Better Than ’37 


BOSTON.—New England auto- 
mobile dealers are facing the fall 
in much better financial condi- 
tion than a year ago. Regional 
factory executive report that 
as a result of contests, their 
dealers have cut down stocks 
of new and used cars materially. 

In some groups the average 
number of new cars now in 
stock, averages from two to 10 
per dealers. Some dealers have 
had to shop around to buy cars 
from others. Next month and in 
October there will be few new 
cars available in the territory. 
Used car stocks are much lower 
than a year ago and prices are 
holding firm. 


Service Section Bolstered 
To Increase Car Sales 





By J. Burr Bell 
Staff Correspondent, AN 


SYRACUSE, N. Y.—To offset 
the decrease 


in profits due to} July 
the general decline in automo-/} August 


resulted in dollar volume _ in- 
creases as follow: 

June over May, 48 per cent; 
over June, 9 per cent; 


over July (estimated), 


bile sales, the Salina Chevrolet|5 to 10 per cent. 


Co. Inc., here recently expanded 
and improved its service 
partment. 


Customer labor stalls were in-| 


creased by 6, making a total of 
13. A new 2-lift lubritorium 
was installed. Washing rack 
were increased from 1 to 3. A 
100 per cent owner follow-u; 
system for service was put into 
operation. 

The company sold 400 special 
service agreements, which have 


de-| boosting 


It is matter of 
of the serv- 
increase’ in 


sales is also an 


not alone a 
revenue 
ice department; 
number of car 
objective 
H. W. Bresee, president of 
the firm, seated in his salesroom, 
ted to the adjoining spacious 
on of the company’s 
and said to this cor- 


ect 


esponaent 
“Whatever helps out there, 
helps in here.” 
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TWO VIEWS of the service department, which has brought increased 


business to A. D. Sory (Pontiac), Houston, Tex. 


Top photo, a section 


of the lubrication department, and bottom photo, a view of the firm’s 


open parts installation. 





Let’s Run a Contest 


Editor’s Note: In this article, the 
third of a_ series discussing sales 
contests, AN reviews a number of 
important factors relating to mer- 
chandise prize contests. 

In discussing merchandise 
prize contests with sales execu- 
tives, one fact is generally agreed 
upon — sales objectives are 
reached through increasing the 
sales made by the average sales- 
man, for by and large the top- 
notchers will take care of them- 
selves with their regular com- 
missions as a sufficient incen- 
tive. The merchandise prize con- 
test, because it is fundamentally 
designed to appeal to the aver- 
age salesman, is particularly ef- 
fective. 


Under the merchandise plan 
the average salesman can and 
does win satisfactory awards. 
It is not necessary for him to 
excel all others in his dealer- 
ship or district to win a prize. 
He is certain at the outset of the 
contest that a given number of 
sales will qualify him for defi- 
nite awards. Thus the salesman 
or his family may select a par- 
ticular prize they want to win. 
The merchandise prize repre- 
sents a tangible goal and ap- 
peals to the salesman’s pride 
of possession. 


Many prize catalogs list ex- 
pensive items that are practic- 
ally unattainable during a con- 
test period, for the reason that 
the higher a goal is set the more 
effort is required to reach it, 
and the final result of such in- 
creased effort is increased sales. 
The prizes won are a reminder 
of his victory, and act as an 
incentive long after the contest 
is over. Frequently merchandise 
prizes represent luxuries— 
things salesmen would like to 
buy but cannot always afford. 
To obtain them through sales 
effort is a booster of morale. 
The winning salesman feels suc- 
cessful, and a successful sales- 
man is hard to beat. 


Aside from the awards them- 
selves, the general theme of the 
contest is important. Most sales 
managers prefer a contest with 
an interesting and compelling 
theme. As a rule, a game or 
interesting unusual activity of 
some sort is featured in the con- 
test wherein salesmen have an 





opportunity to theoretically be- 
come during the contest a base- 
ball player, a football player, a 
hurdler, a round-the-world flyer, 
etc. 

Basically, all merchandise con- 
tests consist of six major steps: 

A teaser mailing to let the 

participants know something 
unusual can be expected soon. 

A catalog or broadside mail- 

ing illustrating prizes the par- 
ticipants can win. 

A wall chart for each dealer 

to record salesmen’s progress. 
4 Suggestions to dealers and 

sales managers as to what 
they can do to keep the men’s 
enthusiasm at high pitch. 
5 Mailings of gadgets or printed 

pieces to all the participants 
at regular periods during the 
contest period, which serve as 
reminders that a contest is in 
process. 

Mailings of gadgets, letters, 

or printed pieces to the 
wives of all the participants, to 
enlist their co-operation. 

Each of the above plays an 
im portant part in a_ contest’s 
success, but more than usual at- 
tention should be paid to fos- 
tering the home influence—in 
other words, enlisting the sales- 
man’s wife. Prospects are fre- 
quently reported through her 
activity. In this way she actu- 
ally becomes part of the sales 
force. 

Years of experience definite- 
ly prove that the influence of 
salesmen’s wives cannot be un- 
derestimated. Where her co-op- 
eration can be secured through 
participation in awards, the re- 
sulting sales are definitely af- 
fected. An interesting variation 
of the merchandise prize con- 
test is in a contest directed to 
wives, where the prize catalog 
and all promotional material 
are sent to the wives rather 
than the salesmen themselves, 
and wives become the home 
sales manager. 

The cost of merchandise 
prizes is low in comparision to 
the value received. Merchandise 
prize contest firms have avail- 
able thousands of prize sug- 
gestions. These merchandise 
prizes are nationally known 

(Continued on Page 11, Col. 1) 
























Bonus Contests 


Prove Best for 
Texas Dealer 


Special to Automotive News 

SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—‘Our 
greatest success in the promo- 
tion of sales through contests 
has been with those in which 
each man had an opportunity 
to benefit, and not where only 
two or three prizes restricted 
the benefits to a few,” Frank 
Bitter, used car manager for 
Herpel-Gillespie, (Ford) here, 
stated in discussing this method 
of sales promotion. Continuing, 
he said: 

“We have used various meth- 
ods for stimulating sales and we 
have conducted many contests, 
but those events which have 
brought the best returns, and to 
which the men give the greatest 
attention, are those in which 
bonuses are paid for those who 
go over their quotas. 


“Let us assume that our used 
car sales are lagging, and we 
want to increase our sales in 
order to bring our volume up 
to that of last month or last 
year. We decide to hold a sales 
contest to stimulate the men to 
greater effort. What kind of 
a contest shall it be? 


“We have held baseball con- 
tests, automobile races. and 
drawings, but now we hold 
bonus contests. We establish a 
quota which, under average con- 
ditions, the men should be able 
to reach. Then we increase this 
bonus, so as to stimulate them 
to greater effort. This increase 
Is never very much. It is more 
important that it be just enough 
to require more effort, but not 
so great as to prove discour- 
aging. If a man has an average 
quota, for example, of $2,000 for 
the month, we will raise it to 
$2,500. 


“With this figure, we offer 
special commissions or prizes 
for those men who exceed their 





quotas. We offer them every 
assistance, for in their success 
lies ours. We help them in 


getting prospects, in following 
through on the sales, and in 
making appraisals and closing 
the sale. We want them to win, 
and we are willing to do our 
share in making this possible. 


“We offer special bonuses, 
prizes, cash awards, etc., for 
those who go over their quotas. 
In some instances we will give 
prizes for those who show the 
best results, depending upon 
their making their quotas. This 
tends to give every man 4a 
chance, and all take an active 
interest and do their best. The 
results in all instances are much 
more satisfactory. 


Jobbers Asked to Sell 
Only Approved Devices 


SEATTLE. — Co-operation of 
automotive jobbers and dealers 
Is requested by the State Com- 
mission on equipment, so that 
there will be uniformity of 
legal devices and equipment on 
motor vehicles. 


Jobbers will be regularly in- 


formed as to transactions 0 
the commission so that they 
will distribute and sell only 


such equipment as has been ap- 
proved. Most attention by the 
commission is paid to safety de- 


vices, covering auxiliary and 
headlights, brake attachments, 
signaling devices, clearance 


lamps, electric lanterns and oil 
burning flares, mandatory 0 
commercial vehicles, and reflex 
reflectors. 
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a Service Volume Credited To Followup Plan 


N. J. Dealer Adds Workers; 
Moves To Bigger Quarters 





By Bethune Jones 

Staff Correspondent, AN 
JERSEY CITY, N. J.—In ad- 
dition to the outstanding sales 
reputation which has been de- 
veloped under leadership of its 
owners, Larry Ambrosino and 
Patrick J. Clarkin, the A. C. 
Chevrolet, Inc., here, enjoys a 
constantly increasing flow of 
service business. Three years of 
steadily increasing service oper- 
ations recently forced the firm to 
move from 861 Bergen ave. to 
expanded quarters at Boulevard 
and Carlton ave., where both 
sales and service activities will 
be centered, together with a 
spacious adjoining used car lot. 


The sales division already has 
moved to the new address, but 
the new service facilities, in- 
cluding the most modern and 
complete equipment, will not be 
ready for another few weeks. 

Four additional men have 
been added to the service per- 
sonnel, bringing the total num- 
ber of men assigned to service 
work te 24. This indicates the 
extent to which service oper- 
ations have been built up by the 
firm, which manages to maintain 
an enviable sales record with 
five salesmen. 


A carefully planned follow-- 
up system, painstaking care in 
service work and an open parts 
display are cited by Kenneth M. 
Hart, service manager, as the 
fundamental reasons for the 
service operations success of 
the concern. 

Instead of merely keeping a 
service department card index 
file of the cars sold by their 
own firm, as is the practice of 
some dealers, A. C. Chevrolet 
maintains an index file record- 
ing every new and used car re- 
pair job which leaves the shop. 
Each card contains complete 
data regarding the vehicle to 
enable suitable follow-up work, 
if necessary. 

The file is divided into two 
classifications, active and in- 
active. An active car, from the 
viewpoint of this service de- 
partment, is one which makes 
its appearance for some type of 
servicing at least once every two 
months. Obviously, no follow- 
up work is needed on the cars 
which stay in the active list, 
but constant efforts are made 
to increase this list by working 
on the inactive group. 

When the card index file re- 
veals a car has not returned on 
schedule for servicing, a letter 
goes out to its owner. This 
letter lists the servicing done 
when the car was last in the 
shop, asks if the work was not 
completely satisfactory to the 
Owner, and states why the car 
should be returned for further 
service attention. 

Hart says that, although a 5 
per cent letter return is gen- 
erally considered good, his firm 
has been more fortunate in this 
respect. He believes this is due 


Let's Run 


A Contest 


(Continued from Page 10) 





items. Such items are sold at 
appreciable discounts, thus mak- 
ing it possible to offer from $1.50 
to $2 in merchandise value for 

a $1 cash expenditure. Con- 
trary to the opinion of many 
salesmen, merchandise prizes 
are not ‘used to cut down the 
expenditure of the sponsor, but 
rather to make the contest ap- 
propriation do the most in the 
way of creating a worthwhile 
incentive. 

In the next issue AN will discuss 
contest theme in detail, listing a 
number of ideas used successfully 
in recent merchandise prize contests. 


principally to the capable serv- 
ice department personnel which 
produces satisfaction and, also, 
to the care taken in preparation 
of follow-up letters and notices. 


Two other types of direct ad- 
vertising follow-ups are used by 
the firm to build service busi- 
ness—seasonal notices and 
“specials.” 

It is with the “specials”, Hart 
says, that the best results are 
obtained. This form of mail ad- 
vertising lists various groups of 
service operations offered at a 
special price. It has been found 
a large percentage of customers 


respond when they happen to} elsewhere for so-called bargain 


need the type of work listed. 


Some “specials,” of course, bring 
better results than others, ac- 
cording to the varying and not- 
easily anticipated~needs of their 
customers, Hart explained. 

One corner of the new serv- 
ice department quarters of A. C. 
Chevrolet will be devoted com- 
pletely to an open display of 
parts, with shelves, racks and 
counters so arranged that cus- 
tomers may view and select the 
parts they need in the identical 
manner they would select any 
other kind of merchandise. This, 
Hart believes, is an important 
factor in boosting service de- 
partment business. It is the 
practice of keeping parts in ob- 
scure places that creates doubt 


in the customers’ minds, he says 


and leads them to go shopping 


parts. 





California Caravan Act 
Is Held Unconstitutional 





LOS ANGELES..—The Cali- 
fornia Caravan Act has _ been 
declared a discriminatory bur- 
den on interstate commerce by 
the United States District Court 
for the Southern District of Cali- 
fornia, in finding the Act un- 
constitutional. 

Study of the full decision by 
the Automobile Manufacturers 
Assn. discloses that: 

The court stressed the point 
that 15,000 cars brought in for 
sale on their own wheels were 
but one and one-half per cent 
of the total of 1,015,886 cars 
that crossed the state borders. 

The fees of $7.50 per car for 
the use of the highways, plus 


$7.50 as cost of policing, have 
produced $112,500 in revenue. 

The movement presented no 
problem justifying the expendi- 
ture of such an amount. 

And finally that nothing is 
charged under similar conditions 
within the state, except when a 
car for sale passes from one zone 
to another, which is infrequent. 

One justice dissented on the 
ground that the Act is a valid 
exercise of the police powers of 
the state. 


Fourth Dimension, a regular fea- 
ture by Pete Wemhoff, offers news 
of automotive advertising. 





New York + 14=16 


Wes THis? The New York Automobile Show plus fourteen other 
motor shows in big cities during the same week, equals sixteen? What 
kind of arithmetic is this? 


It's 


all very logical—the sixteenth show will be in the advertising pages 


of The New Yorker. For ten years now, The New Yorker has been one of the 
big motor car announcement media of the country. And through the year, 
too—in fourth place! 


Motor car manufacturers use The New Yorker to announce their new 
models to the people who buy first—who lead the way—who establish style 
trends. Men and women, and youngsters in their ‘teens. The complete family. 


The November 12th issue of The New Yorker will be current news during 
the week of the New York Show and the fourteen other shows held the 


same week—from coast to coast. Be sure you’re 


99 


“in. 


And remember, too, that in 1939 New York itself is going to be the hot 
spot of retail sales, as a result of the World’s Fair. In 1933 Chicago motor 
car sales increased 43% as a result of the Century of Progress. The national 
increase was then only 16%. So, be sure you schedule enough space in The 
New Yorker for 1939 to get your share of the top market—here, and over 
the country. 


SELLS Tk 


THE 


NEW YORKER 


No. 25 WEST 45rd STREET 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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PEOPLE ‘OTHER PEOPLE COPY 
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Syracuse Dealers Cheerful as 
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Factory Payrolls Increase 
as Detroit Orders Rise 





Special to Automotive News 
SYRACUSE, N. Y.—With the 
local business trend pointing 
definitely upward, and assurance 
that factory employment and 
payrolls will be at a relatively 
high level within a month or 
two, Syracuse automobile and 
truck dealers are much encour- 
aged by the outlook for a good 


Godfrey Heads 
Committee for 


ATA’s Conclave 


DETROIT.—James B. Godfrey 
jr., president of the Great Cen- 
tral Transport Corp., of Detroit, 
was appointed Thursday as gen- 
eral chairman of the American 
Trucking Assns.’ fifth annual 
convention to be held in Detroit, 
Oct. 31 to Nov. 2. 

More than 4,000 motor truck 
operators are expected to attend. 

The announcement of God- 
frey’s appointment was made at 
Washington by Ted V. Rogers, 
president of the American Truck- 
ing Assns. 

Others appointed to the con- 
vention executive committee and 
subcommittee are Don B. Smith, 
executive secretary of the gen- 
eral committee and _ publicity 
chairman; A. C. Scott, chairman 
truck rodeo committee; Walter 
Carey, chairman, housing and 
registration committee; Charles 
Yokum, chairman banquet and 
entertainment committee; 
George Richardson, chairman 
parade and William Ivory trans- 
portation committee. 

The convention headquarters 
will be at the Statler Hotel and 
the banquet will be at the Ma- 
sonic Temple. 














One of the Few Famous Hotels in America 





REFERRED... through 
three generations by world 
travelers and those alert in 
the social and commercia! 
life of the city. 


Rates begin at $3.85 


BELLEVUE 
STRATFORD 


In the Heart of Philadelphia 
CLAUDE H. BENNETT, Gen. Mar. 
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600 ROOMS WITH BATH— FROM $275 


OTEL CARTER 


aid 


volume of sales, beginning with 
the introduction of new models. 

Syracuse industries, manu- 
facturing gears and other parts 
for automobiles and trucks, are 
taking a prominent place in the 
brighter industrial picture. 

Already, preparations for the 
new car year have had a stim- 
ulating influence here. An in- 
creased operating schedule at 
the plant of the Halcomb Steel 
Co., subsidiary of the Crucible 
Steel Company of America, for 
example, is understood to re- 
flect, in a large degree, busi- 
ness originating in the automo- 
tive field. 

Prospective automobile  re- 
quirements account chiefly for 
greatly increased activity at the 
die shop of the Precision Cast- 
ings Corp. 

The Brown-Lipe-Chapin fac- 
tory of the General Motors 
Corp., during recent weeks has 
been tooling for larger produc- 
tion of its line of parts and 
accessories. 
_Brown-Lipe-Chapin will be- 
gin calling back workers so that, 
it is Officially announced, 500 
will be on the payroll at the 
start of September, and at least 
1,000 by November. 

Anthony A. Henninger, presi- 
dent and general manager of 
the New Process Gear Corp., 
nas informed Mayor Rolland B. 
Marvin that, in accordance with 
assurances given them when 
they visited Detroit a month 
ago, word had been received 
from both Ford and Chrysier 
that new orders can be expected 
and in sufficient volume to step 
up employment to about 1,000 
persons. 

At the plant of the Owen- 
Dyneto Corp., subsidiary of 
Electric Auto-Lite, idle e¢m- 
ployes are being called back. 
There are more than 200 on 
the payroll now, and the num- 
ber will gradually be increased 
to 500, the management an- 
nounces. 





Car Employment 
Rises in Toledo 


TOLEDO. — Automobile sales 
and employment have _ been 
showing gains in Toledo in re- 
cent weeks. 

New car sales included 377 
passenger cars and 23 com- 
mercial jobs last month as con- 
trasted with 355 passenger and 
24 commercial units in June. 

Fifty-one industries reported 
11,294 at work last week for a 
net gain of 525 over the previous 
week. Willys-Overland Motors. 
Inc., resumption of operations 
in several departments helped to 





build up the employment. WPA 
executive report 105 with- 
drawals from work daily to 


enter private employment. 


Motorists Get Warning 


on Highway Blowups 

CHICAGO. — Motorists were 
warned this week by George 
Barton, head of the safety and 
traffic devartment of the Chi- 
cago Motor club, to beware of 
Navement blow-ups on_high- 
ways. 

Citing a report from the Indi- 
ana state highway commission, 
Barton pointed out that 62 of 
these miniature volcanoes have 
securred throughout the state 
in the past six weeks. “Hot 
weather and sudden changes in 
temperature have been respon- 
sible for most of the damage,” 
he explained, “but some is at- 
tributed to rain on the heated 
pavement.” 

“A Word in Edgewise,”” a regular 
ea‘ure by George M. Slocum, offers 
1 unique viewpoint from the motor 
world. 
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SOWING HOW the Railton racer, driven by John Cobb, is started. The vehicle is pushed by a Dodge 3-ton 


truck to an approximate speed of 15 miles per hour when it then accelerates under its own power. 


After 


Reid Railton, English designer, selected a dodge truck for pushing, hauling and transporting equipment and 
crew, a truck was driven from Detroit to Bonneville Flats, Utah, where Cobb will make an assault on speed 


records, through courtesy of C. B. Thomas, general sales manager, export division, Chrysler Corp. 


AAA Official Hits Mulcting 





Bureau Equips Cars 
With First Aid Kits 


WASHINGTON.—T h e 
Bureau of motor carriers 
of the Inter-state Com- 
merce Commision is fol- 


lowing its own “safety 
first” advice. 

Each of its more than 
100 automobiles has been 
equipped with the fire ex- 
tinguishers and _  10-unit 
first aid kits. According to 
Ww. Y. Blanning, director, 
the new equipment will be 
in trouble on highways as 
used to aid motor carriers 
well as to make the bu- 


reau’s own operations safer. 





Walter Anthony 
Is Found Dead 
In Atlanta Hotel 


ATLANTA, Ga.—Walter Y. 
Anthony, formerly head of the 
Anthony-Buick Co. of Atlanta, 
and one of the leading automo- 
bile dealers in the Southeast, 
was found dead of a_ bullet 
wound in a downtown hotel 
here Aug. 15. A coroner’s jury 
brought in a verdict of suicide. 

Mr. Anthony, a_ native of 
Camden, N. 7. had been engaged 
in the automobile business in 
Ph‘ladelphia and Minneapolis 
before coming to Atlanta. He 
had been in poor health for 
about a year and had retired 
from active business about five 
months ago. 

Mr. Anthony, who was 45 
years old, had been a president 
of the Atlanta Automobile 
Assn. 





Transport Conference 
Called for Sept. 14-15 


WASHINGTON.—A transpor- 
tation conference, to be held 
here Sept. 14-15, has been called 
by George H. Davis, president 
of the Chamber of Commerce 
of the United States. In calling 
the meeting, Davis pointed to 
the urgent need for transporta- 
tion legislation at the next ses- 
sion of Congress. 

The trucking industry has 
been invited to take part in 
the conference through Ted V. 
Rodgers, president, and H. D. 
Horton, first vice president, of 
the American Trucking Asso- 
ciations. Chairman of the Cham- 
ber’s transportation committee is 
Samuel T. Bledsoe, president of 
the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa 
Fe Railway. 


Senator Nicola Romeo 


COMO, Italy:—Senator Nicola Ro 
meo, 62, Italian automobile manufac 
turer, died here Aug. 15. His Alfa 
Romeo racing cars’ set records 
throughout the world. 


‘}!ment conditions 


me 


Of the Stranger-Motorist 





Special to Automotive News 
TRENTON, N.. J.—Motor ve- 
hicle law enforcement for rev- 
enue rather than accident re- 
duction, and proneness of local 
officials to crack down on 
strangers while being lenient 
with residents, were attacked by 
Mrs. Kathryn D. Sullivan, sec- 
retary of the New Jersey Con- 
ference of AAA Automobile 
Clubs, who declared in a state- 
ment issued here this week: 
“Recent expose of enforce- 
in Connecticut 
draws attention to a _ situation 
that is becoming all too preva- 
lent in New Jersey and through- 
out the entire nation. In a 
special survey made by Con- 
necticut’s motor vehicle com- 
missioner, it was found that only 
3 per cent of traffic cases in the 
smaller communities involved 
motorists in the community; 64 
per cent involved motorists from 
another city, and 33 per cent in- 
volved out-of-state motorists. 
“It is clear that in all too 
many cases Officers are con- 
centrating on strangers. No one, 
of course, questions the right 
of a community to protect itself 
against dangerous drivers, but 
it should be borne in mind that 
states are now spending millions 
of dollars to attract tourists. 
One of the fundamentals of a 
successful travel promotion pro- 
gram is satisfied customers. But 
visitors will not be prone to re- 
turn again if they have been 
nabbed and fined by a cross- 


Roster of CATA 
A't New Peak 


CHICAGO.—The Chicago Au- 
tomobile Trade Assn. added 53 
“ew members during the past 
three months to bring its en- 
rollment to a new high-water 
mark, it was announced this 
week by S. B. Shapiro, general 
manager. 

A membership drive inaugu- 
rated in April is still bringing 
returns, he added, among car 
and truck dealers, finance com- 
panies and others identified with 
the automobile industry. 

H. T. Hollingshead, president 
of the association, attributed the 
spurt in membership to the or- 
ganization’s program of widen- 
ing the scope of its activities 
along lines of legislation, fac- 
tory-dealer relations, safety, 
taxation, ethical advertising, 
‘egal work and other phases of 
trade endeavor. 











For news of the men who make 
news in the automotive world, read 
Chris Sinsabaugh’s authoritative 
“Sparks” column. 


roads constable on a _ technical 


violation. 

“Enforcement for safety is 
one thing; enforcement for rev- 
enue is something entirely dif- 
erent. Touring has become big 
business, and states competing 
for the tourist dollar must take 
steps to prevent their efforts 
from being sabotaged by curb- 
stone cops on the lookout for 
an opportunity to mulct a few 
dollars from the stranger,” 


Car Fees Drop 
Over $3,500,000 


In ’38 in Penna. 


HARRISBURG, Pa. (UTPS). 
—Revenue from operations of 
the bureau of motor vehicles in 
the first seven months of this 
year was $32,223,252, a de- 
crease of $3,573,451 from the 
receipts of the corresponding 
period last year. 

Approximately two-thirds of 
che decrease, or $2,389,485, was 
in the collections for operator’s 
licenses, the fee for which was 
reduced from $2 to $1 this year. 

While registration of  pas- 
senger cars decreased, fees paid 
by their owners increased. In 
the first seven months of 1937 
there were 1,651,189 passenger 
vehicles registered with fees 
aggregating $17,939,894. Reg- 
istrations of automobiles for the 
same period during the present 
year totaled 1,649,284, and the 
fees were $18,134,248. 

The number of commercial 
vchicles decreased from 1,984,821 
to 1,971,609 and the fees dropped 
from $27,691,733 to $27,686,903. 
A large increase in the number 
of drivers was reported by the 
bureau. There are 2,627,426 
operators now as compared with 
2,500,509 last year, an increase 
of 126,917. 








MECHANICAL 
ENGINEER 
WANTED 


By large appliance manu- 
facturer located in the East, 
experienced Mechanical En- 
gineer to co-operate with 
Engineering and Production 
departments to reduce cost 
of manufacture and report 
on special subjects desig- 
nated by management. 


State experience and salary 
required. 


Reply Room 1105 


Graybar Building 
New York City 
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Employment Up 
As Plants Push 
°39 Preparations 


By Pete Wemhoff 
Associate Editor, AN 


DETROIT. — Resumption of 
1938 operations by Ford pushed 
car and truck production this 
week to 22,535 units, compared 
with a revised total of 16,528 
vehicles last week and 98,150 a 
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Weeks Output Spurts to 22,535 as Ford Resumes 


— 


AN’s Production Estimate 


(U. S. and Canada) 
Weeks Ended Aug. 20, Aug. 13 











Unit Pct. 
. ee 1938 1937 Loss Loss 
ew England 10,879 26,507 15,628 58.96 
Middle Atlantic 34,530 80,751 46,221 57.24 
South Atlantic 16,821 35,381 18,560 52.46 
E. North Central 33,920 98,702 64,782 65.63 
E. South Central 5,932 14,664 8,732 59.55 
W. North Central 20,100 32,733 12,633 38.59 
Ww. South Central ..._......... 12,057 22,762 10,705 47.03 
Mountain States 5,201 12,852 7,651 59.53 
Pacific States 16,965 35,884 18,919 52.72 
TOTAL 156,405 360,236 203,831 56.58 
State by State 
Unit 
1938 1937 Loss 
NEW ENGLAND 10,879 26,507 15,628 
Maine 1,356 2,698 1,342 
New Hampzchire 617 1,516 899 
Vermont 523 1,089 566 
Massachusetts 5,257 12,932 7,675 
Rhode Island 864 2,293 1,429 
Connecticut 2,262 5,979 3,017 
MIDDLE ATLANTIC 34,530 80,751 46,221 
New York 14,836 34,358 19,522 
New Jersey 5,698 12,604 6,906 
Pennsylvania 13,996 33,789 19,793 
SOUTH ATLANTIC 16,821 35,381 18,560 
Delaware 487 1,096 609 
Maryland 2,339 §,175 2,836 
District of Columbia 1,643 3,304 1,661 
Virginia 2,851 S175 2,324 
West Virginia 2,116 5,242 3,126 
North Carolina 2,297 4,716 2,419 
South Carolina 1,197 2,671 1,474 
Georgia 1,995 4,796 2,801 
Florida 1,896 3,206 1,310 
E. NORTH CENTRAL 33,920 98,702 64,782 
Ohio 9,670 26,358 16,688 
Illinois 11,041 24,990 13,949 
Indiana 4,690 12,685 7,995 
Michigan 5,119 26,467 21,348 
Wisconsin* 3,400 8,202 4,802 
E,. SOUTH CENTRAL 5,932 14,664 8,732 
Kentucky 1,751 4,039 2,288 
Tennessee 1,698 5,036 3,338 
Alabama 1,442 3,499 2,057 
Mississippi 1,041 2,090 1,049 
W. NORTH CENTRAL 20,100 32,733 12,633 
Minnesota 3,783 7,695 3,912 
lowa 4,362 T0008 3,190 
Missouri 4,218 7,746 3,528 
North Dakota 641 1,261 620 
South Dakota 539 1,574 1,035 
Nebraska 1,886 3,055 1,169 
Kansas 4,671 3,850 821 
W. SOUTH CENTRAL 12,057 22,762 10,705 
Arkansas 317 898 581 
Louisiana 1,822 3,129 1,307 
Oklahoma 2,726 4,794 2,068 
Texas 7,192 13,941 6,749 
MOUNTAIN STATES 5,201 12,852 7,651 
Montana 1,113 3,005 1,892 
Idaho 629 1,441 812 
Wyoming 431 795 364 
Colorado 1,298 S312 2,014 
Arizona 579 1,422 843 
New Mexico 261 610 349 
Utah 712 1,797 1,085 
Nevada 178 470 292 
PACIFIC STATES 16,965 35,884 18,919 
California 13,219 25,453 12,234 
Oregon 1,738 4,394 2,656 
Washington 2,008 6,037 4,029 
TOTAL 156,405 360,236 203,831 


“Estimated by AN. 


Plant Activity 





Bantam continues on five days at reduced rate 
Buick «till closed down for changeover 
Cadillac-LaSalle continues preparations for °39 models 
Chevrolet maintaining previous pace this week 
Chrysler shut down for model changeover 
DeSoto preparing for new models 
SO Fi oii op, Seakhe sienna car assembl’es shut; trucks being assembled 
Ford reopens after shutdown on five-days currently 
RE OIAD 5 5s805cdi2sixans qasdetiedneesteseeentiaes lines closed down current week 
MINN oo asta leczeceaasis rate reduced on about two days currently 
RNIN oo 5055 fcnazczsiee saiasietionatlestasi be Maia continues on shutdown 
incolt:......:.....:.. assembly lines remain closed 
Nash ssembly lines closed for changeover 
Oldsmobile schesceseia preparing for 1939 models} 
PUNE. nc. .: scssse. still shut for changeover period | 
Plymouth ....final assemblies continue closed | 
Pontiac vue preparing for 1939 models} 
Studebaker ..plants closed down current week | 


..sub-assemblies started after long shutdown 


year ago. 
Output for 
AN’s Production the current 
Estimate week, ending 
AUg. 20, 


brings August 
production to 
98,150 units, 
indic ating 
that the eight 
rem ai ning 
working days 
in the month 
will raise the 
August final 
total to be- 
tween 115,000 
and 120,000 
vehicles. This 
is based on 
the fact that 
Ford plans to 
work only 
one more 
week on 1938 
models, be- 
fore shutting 
down for 
c h a ngeover 
to 1939 mod- 
els, plus the 
ract that 
Chevrolet is 
winding up 
its 1938-car 
prod uction 
this week. 
While _ sub- 
as se mblies 
are already 
under way in 


2 Week 
it 


<— 
Last 
Year 





most plants, 
is unlikely 

that volume 
production on new cars and 
trucks will get under way much 
before the middle of September. 
However, working fforces at 
various plants figure to approx- 
imate, or even exceed, the total 
employed in the past several 
months, with employes engaged 
in preparations for the new 
models. 

Ford expected to assemble 
8,350 cars and trucks this week, 
compared with 468 units in 
Canadian plants last week and 
around 30,000 vehicles last 
year. Chevrolet, the only Gen- 
eral Motors divisions still op- 
erating, expects from three to 
five days this week as it finishes 
up 1938 models, with about 
12,000 units scheduled. 

Hudson’s 200 projection for 
the week topped the indepen- 
dent producers, with Bantam 
having about 35 units scheduled. 





Steel Rate Rises 


NEW YORK.—Operations in 
the steel industry for the current 
week will advance one point to 
40.4 per cent of capacity, com- 
pared with 39.4 per cent last 
week according to the American 


Iron & Steel Institute. 
Used Car Index 
The average used car 
prices, taken from the 
weekly Used Car Selling 
Prices chart, shows the 
following: 
High Low 
Jan. 29 $572 $501 
Feb. Average 565 497 
Mar. Average 551 494 
Apr. Average 549 494 
May Average 542 487 
June Average 527 478 
July Average 525 469 
Aug. 6 539 456 


Jan. 1 Jan. 1 

Week Same Week Aug. to to 
Ending Week Ended to Aug.21 Aug. 20 
Aug.20 1937 Aug.13* Date* 1937* 1938* 
GEN. MOTORS 11,500 32,128 12,100 35,570 1,336,255 599,012 
tChevrolet 11,500 28,000 12,100 35,570 818,900 426,325 
Buick t 354 $ $ 147,287 81,607 
Pontiac t 3,500 t t 181,369 41,945 
Oldsmobile t 274 t $ 155,514 36,795 
Cad.-LaSalle t t t + 33,185 12,340 
FORD .......... 8,350 30,000 468§ 9,273 966,013 398,343 
tFord .... 8,350 30,000 468] 9,273 939,150 385,163 
Lincoln-Zephyr t ei =a 25,913 12,553 
Lincoln ................. t So Adie : 950 627 
CHRYSLER 725§ 23,800 695§ 1,920§ 676,000 273,229 
tPlymouth ¢ 11,000 } t 314,250 136,689 
+tDodge 725§ 8,500 695§ 1,920$ 247,050 80,885 
Chrysler $ 2,200 t t 61,560 32,310 
De Soto t 2,100 t $ 58,140 23,345 
PACKARD t ¢ t + 82,623 28,760 
THUDSON 200 = 1,672 334 884 78,975 28,555 
tSTUDEBAKER } 200§ 968 242 61,127 22,728 
NASH t t 791 1,457 62,275 19,291 
TWILLYS ¢ 1,500 t t 60,790 7,879 
TBANTAM 35 34 144 2,312 
GRAHAM t 320 170 170 12,961 1,849 
HUPMOBILE t t t 265 
tMISC. 1,725 8,530 1,840 5,430 297,841 109,344 
tTOTAL 22,535 98,150 16,528 55,090 3,634,860 1,491,567 
*Revised. Includes trucks. tClosed. §Trucks only. {Canadian 


Production only. 
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July New Car Registrations 
Running 5% Over June 


DETROIT.—That July new car registrations will show an ap- 
preciable gain over June’s total of 156,405 units is 
this week in the reports from 33 states, which show July sales 
in those states to be akout five per cent above registrations for 
June in the same states. 


A total of 


90,446 


registrations 


is reported by the 


indicated 


33 states 


heard from to date, compared with 209,594 units in the correspond- 
ing period of 1937. New car sales in July a year ago were 365,767 


units. 


While actual registrations usually take a jump in July, because 
of the practice of states sell'ng half-year license plates, the up- 
turn in July sales over June is borne out in company reports of 
actual retail sales, issued in recent weeks. 


New Truck Sales in July 
Far Ahead of June 


DETROIT.—A sizeable upswing in July’s new truck registra- 
tions is indicated in reports from 34 states this week, showing 
around 20 per cent increase over the same period in June of this 
year, when total sales hit 30,654. 


The 34 states heard from to date report a total of 19,463 new 
truck registrat ons for July compared with 35,918 units in July 
a year ago. Sales in July, 1937, totalled 61,686 units. 
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Passenger Car Registrations 


Six Months, Plus 33 States for July 


Chevrolet 
Ford 
Plymouth 
Buick 
Dodge 
Pontiac 
Oldsmobile 
Packard 
Chrysler 
Studebaker 
|De Soto 
| Hudson 
| Nash 
| Cad.-LaSalle 
| Lincoln 
Willys 
Graham 
Misc. 


' TOTAL 


July 

22,560 
18,030 
13,758 


2,006 
1,826 
1,740 
1,617 
1,077 
817 
625 
163 
151 


90,446 


July 

Pos. 1938 
1 262,275 
2 222,860 
3 150,560 
4 88,111 
5 59,923 
7 54,964 
6 52,073 
8 27,921 
9 27,640 
10 19,332 
11 20,801 
12 22,887 
a 19,090 
14 14,033 
15 10,296 
16 T7377 
17 2,632 
1,516 
| | 1,064,491 


1938 1937 
Pos. 1937 Pos. 
1 454,461 2 
2 Sa7,700 | 2 
3 202.577 | 3 
4 116,768 7 
5 160,290 4 

6 130,045 5 | 

7 119,498 6 
8 63,160 8 
9 53,320 10 
12 45,418 | 12 
11 44,398 | 13 
10 58,560 9 
13 46,064 11 
14 24,825 15 
15 15,576 | 16 
16 32,775 | 14 
17 8,621 17 

1,888 

| 2,205,950 


Unit 
Loss 
192,186 
| 314,846 
| 142,017 
| 28,657 
| 100,367 
75,081 
67,425 
35,239 
25,680 
26,086 
23,597 
35,673 
26,974 
10,792 
5,280 
25,198 
5,989 
372 





| 1,141,459 
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Ford Cites Violation of Rights in NLRB Hearing 


U. S. Asks Supreme Court 
Ruling on Withdrawal Case 





WASHINGTON. — Declaring 
that its constitutional rights had 
been violated in a National La- 
bor Relations Board hearing in 
St. Louis, the Ford Motor Co. 
Tuesday requested the board to 
overrule a trial examiner’s re- 
port holding that the company 
had violated the labor act. 


In a bill containing 573 ex- 
ceptions to Examiner Tilford E. 
Dudley’s intermediate report, 
the company requested another 
60 days to prepare a brief in the 
case and declared that the UAW 
local in St. Louis never has 
been the designated bargaining 





Stock Purchase 
Plan Liquidated 


CHICAGO—\The fifth and 
final stock purchasing plan con- 
ducted by Standard Oil Co. of 
Indiana was liquidated Thurs- 
day with distribution of 301,509 
shares of the company’s stock 
to 12,977 employes of Standard 
of Indiana and subsidiaries. A 
cash balance of $187,360 was 
also divided. 

For the 301,509 shares trustees 
paid a total of $10,019,460, or an 
average of $33.23 a share over 
a period of three years. Em- 
ployes contributed $6,086,760, 
and dividends to the extent of 
$756,658 which were earned on 
the stock during the period of 
trusteeship were added. The 
balance of the cost was provided 
by company contributions total- 
ing $3,043,380 at the rate of fifty 
cents for each dollar invested 
by employes and by a general 
fund of $320,022 which ac- 
cumulated as employes with- 
drew from the plan and relin- 
quished their share in company 
contributions already deposited. 








AN has over 200 correspondents 
in strategic points throughout the 
United States and the world, to keep 
its readers in step with march of 
events throughout motordom. 


New Passenger Car Registrations, 33 States for July, 


s offices and published as released weekly in Automotive News. When all states have been reported, 


ds in the secretary of state’ 
Megistration figures are compiled from the records F - usually not later than the tenth of the followiig month. 


representative of the majority of 
the employes in the plant. 


The company also contended 
that Dudley’s report was “a 
nullity” in that it denied the 
company the constitution’s due 
process protection. 


If the board denies the com- 
pany its appeal for more time, 
the time for oral arguments may 
be set before the 60-day period 
asked by the company. After the 
arguments the board will con- 
sider the company’s exceptions 
as well as Dudley’s report in 
rendering a final decision in the 
case. 


On Wednesday, the govern- 
ment argued in a supreme court 
petition that it had a right to 
withdraw its Ford case from the 
sixth circuit court of appeals. 
The board had directed the 
company to reinstate 29 em- 
ployes and cease alleged inter- 
ference with self - organization 
of employes, then moved to 
withdraw litigation over the or- 
der after an unfavorable su- 
preme court decision in the 
Kansas City stockyards case. 


The court was asked to re- 
fuse to pass on a petition of the 
Ford company appealing from 
a decision by the circuit court 
permitting the government to 
withdraw litigation. 





Packard Engines Used 
In New Fire Apparatus 


DETROIT. — Packard Twelve 
and Super Eight engines are 
now being used as power plants 
for a new high performance 
type of fire engines manufac- 
tured here by the General Fire 
Truck Corp., veteran maker of 
fire fighting equipment. Low 
weight to power ratio is said to 
speed up the fire fighting pro- 
cess. 

Several different types of 
machines are now being turned 
out with the Packard engines. 
Pumpers are made with 500, 750 
and 1,000 gallons per minute 
capacity. 













Unique Chinese Coin 
Portrays Car’s Role 
NEW YORK.—A unique 

silver coin commemorating 

the role of the automobile 
in opening up isolated 
territories to outside trade 
and commerce has just ar- 
rived in this country. 
The motor car dollar, 
about the size of the 

United States silver dollar, 

bears the impression of 2 

sedan of American design. 

These coins circulate in in- 

terior China, where they 

were minted in recogni- 
tion of the first automobile 
to operate in the inland 

Kweichow province, but 


few have found their way 
abroad. 


In 1927, the late provin- 
cial governor, Chow Hsi- 
cheng, was co-operating in 
a “good roads” movement 
in support of the efforts 
of China International Fa- 
mine Relief Commission to 
ameliorate conditions 
caused by the severe 1925 
famine. The ancient wall 
in the province was torn 
down and replaced by a 
broad motor road. 

When the first car was 
assembled and put into 
operation, the governor 
ordered the provincial mint 
in 1928 to strike a silver 
coin commemorating the 
event. Today Kweichow 
province is coupled by 
highways with all adjacent 
provinces and has come out 
of its age-long isolation. 


Seattle Firm Making Bid 
for More Service Sales 


SEATTLE.—Dick Du _ Bois, 
who recently acquired Trans- 
port Motor Corp., is making a 
bid to increase service sales. 

Direct mail is being used, with 
close contact maintained 
through personal letters to buy- 
ers of Terraplane and Hudson 
cars who haven’t had any work 
done recently. 































Automotive Outlook Bright, 
Reports to Roper Indicate 





Special to Automotive News 

WASHINGTON.—A decidedly 
optimistic view of the automo- 
tive outlook was expressed here 
this week by Secretary of Com- 
merce Daniel C. Roper, who 
said that reports indicate inven- 
tories in dealers’ hands to be 
very low and that an early sub- 
stantial upturn in production is 
anticipated. 

Secretary Roper said that 
about 60,000 passenger’ cars 
were moved out of retail stores 
last month and he estimated that 
by the end of this month an- 
other 80,000 units will have 
been disposed of. This, he 
pointed out, would bring the 
average number of new cars per 
dealer to four, the lowest since 
1934, 

Low inventories and quick- 
ened demand are noted in the 
used car field by the secretary 
of commerce, who pointed out 
that this condition is having the 
effect of stiffening prices to 
some extent. Because of de- 
pleted stocks fairly heavy used 
car purchases are being made 
by dealers in some _ sections 
from metropolitan distributors. 


According to Secretary Roper, 
automobile production is sched- 
uled to rise slowly and steadily 
through September, with peak 





Hercules Reports 
Second Quarter Net 


CLEVELAND.— Hercules Mo- 
tors Corp. in report for quarter 
ended June 30, 1938, subject to 
audit and year end adjustment, 
shows net profit of $28,922 after 
depreciation, development ex- 
pense and federal income taxes, 
equal to 9 cents a share on 311,- 
100 shares of no-par common 
stock. 

This compares with net profit 
of $452,290, equal to $1.45 a 
share in June quarter of 1937, 
and $6,440, or 2 cents a share, in 
quarter ended Mar. 31, 1938. 
























































production coming at the end of 
October. At present, he added, 
motor car sales have been 
especially heavy in agricultural] 
areas as farm income has shown 
a rise. 

For the fifth consecutive year, 
official reports available here 
this week show, world use > 
motor cars moved ahead. A new 
all-time high of 43,078,630 was 
reached on Jan. 1. Of the total 
registration, American makes 
account for 81.7 per cent. 


Detroit Plants 
To Be Visited 


WASHINGTON. — Delegates 
and visitors attending the fifth 
annual convention of the Ameri- 
can Trucking Assns. to be held 
at Detroit, Oct. 31--Nov. 2, will 
spend an entire day at the vari- 
ous truck manufacturing plants 
in and near the Motor City, it 
was announced at ATA head- 
quarters here. 

“Factory day” will be held on 
Nov. 3, after the business ses- 
sions have been concluded. Pres- 
ent plans call for the most 
largely attended convention in 
ATA history. Program details 
are being worked out by John 
V. Lawrence, general manager, 
with the assistance of vice pres- 
idents James B. Godfrey jr. 
Walter F. Carey, and Charles 
Yokom; and Don B. Smith jr, 
Leo A. Dougher, and George 
B. Richardson, ATA Detroit 
managers. 








Fatalities Down 19 P. C. 


WASHINGTON.—Motor vehicle fa- 
talities in 128 major cities during the 
first 31 weeks of 1938 totalled 4,423 
compared with 5,460 for 1937, a de- 
crease of 19 per cent, according to 
the Bureau of Census. Deaths caused 
by motor vehicles in the 128 cities 
during the week ending Aug. 6 totaled 
125, 32 fewer than in the correspond- 
ing week of last year. 
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g|Lewis Stalls for Time As UAW Row Widens 


—_. 





Simpson Finds Farm Areas 


Leading U. S. in Upswing 


that are coming off the farms of 
the United States in record-break- 
ing quantities during the next 
four months are beginning their 
flow into the channels of trade, 
creating as they go new wealth, 


«we arms ot| Qusted Officers Again Toss 


Problem in CIO Chief’s Lap 


DETROIT. — Although it was 


fuse to pay dues and a breakup 


d of PONTIAC—C. P. Simpson, gen-, psychological kin i new hopes and new happiness for y ; : 

ded, | eral sales manager for Pontiac] we have been — omen farmer, manufacturer, merchant,| Pelieved here that the time was|of the union would result. 

been Motors, has just made his annual “The present cr eats employer and employe alike not yet ripe for John oo ves _ Pawar — the 

ural | harvest-time swing through the] which has made aien : uation) through increasing volume of| ‘© ae ae - yp ti — flict to. we oo the ak. 
crop and livestock conditions that] of the farmers and small town|,,Asain let me emphasize that to the. ‘att tion of the CIO under way " ee 

year, bid fair to reach record-breaking people living in the vicinit F f big crops are always followed by leader in Washington Thursda Th ' i 

here proportions, he sees one of the| the crops, as well as the fact that en 70 ion a te a with “ he 

>» >of chief reasons back of the recent| millions of peanie either throush Deeply concerned over the 70 a were ort he - = yo 

new upturn in the stock market and] train or automobile windows have =< on 4 th the eal seeee necabersl in order to 

was | the improvement of business in| noticed the improvement in pas- Blees N amed fight, Tu vis at in Wa hington get a special convention Under 

em ee ys ve to a continued} tures and crops, have had a pay- Thared: ay with Richard T.|the union’s constitution, 25 per 

akes | upswing for a prolonged period. | chological effect on business and Sales Head of Frankensteen and Wyndham|cent of the membership at the 


ed 


“It is my opinion,” says Simp- 
son, “that a trip through the vast 
farm belt of the Mississippi and 
Missouri River valleys during late 
June or July always furnishes any 
close observer with the best basis 
for an accurate forecast of busi- 


markets that is hard to measure. 
In my opinion the bumper crop 
condition of the country, and not 
the other agencies that are flood- 
ing the country with billions of 
dollars of artificial pump priming, 
is responsible for the changed 





Nash Division 


(Continued from Page 1) 


of one or more of the large 
automobile advertising accounts 
during these years. 


He entered the national ad- 











Mortimer, two expelled officers, 
and Walter Reuther, a member 
of the International Executive 
Board. The gravity of the situa- 
tion was emphasized by the 
presence at the conference of 
Lewis’ close advisers Sidney 
Hillman and Philip N. Murray, 


last convention can initiate a 
referendum for a special con- 
vention. Since the membership 
claimed at the Milwaukee con- 
vention was set at 400,000, and 
membership is believed to have 
dropped to about half of that 
amount, the union “rebels” 






































ness conditions for several months] mental attitude that has come a 
in to come. over the country since June first.| VeTUsing agency of Geyer, Cor-|but Lewis refused to state|would be forced to round up 
» : nell & Newell, Inc., Nash-Kel-| whether he would take sides in| 100,000 members. 
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1938 Delivered 
Price List 


Following is a list of new passenger 
car delivered prices for 1938 at point of 
manufacture. Prices shown, with the 
exception of Willys-Overland, include 
standard equipment and federal taxes. 
Willys prices do not include federal tax. 
Ford and Lincoln-Zephyr prices do not 
include transportation or taxes, 


BANTAM—Bus. cpe., $439; Master cpe., 
$469; rdstr., $479; 4-pass. speedster, 
$497.50; station wagon, $565. 

BUICK, Series 40—Conv. phae., $1,406; 
4-dr. tour. sed., $1,047; 2-dr. spt. sed.. 
$981; bus. cpe., $945; conv. cpe., (r.s.), 
$1,103; spt. cpe., op. seat, $1,001; 4-dr. 
spt. sed., $1,022; 2-dr. tour. sed., $1,006. 
Series 60—Conv. phae., $1,713; 4-dr. tour. 
sed., $1,297; conv. cpe., $1,359; spt. cpe.. 
op. seat, $1,226; 4-dr. spt. sed., $1,272; 
2-dr. tour, sed., $1,256. Series 80—Conv. 
phae., $1,983; tour. sed., $1,645; formal 
tour. sed., $1,645; spt. sed., $1,645. Series 
90—8-pass. tour. sed., $2,350; 6-pass. tour. 
sed., $2,176. 


CADILLAC, Series 38-60—Cpe., $1,695: 
tour, sed., $1,780; conv. cpe., $1,815; 5- 
pass. conv. sed., $2.215. Sixty Special— 
Tour. sed., $2,090. V-8, Series 38-65—Tour 
sed., $2.290; tour. sed. (div.), $2,360; conv 
sed., $2,605. Series 38-75 Fleetwood—5- 
pass. tour. sed., $3.080; 7-pass. tour. sed., 
$3,210; 2-pas. cpe., $3,280; 5-pass. cpe., 
$3,380; 5-pass. town sed. (trunk), $3,635: 
2-pass. conv. cpe., $3.380; 5-pass. conv. 
sed, (trunk), $3,945; 8-pass. tour. sed., 
$3,105. 

CHEVROLET, Master Series—Sed., $730: 
coach, $668; cpe., $648; cab., $755; town 
sed., $689; spt. sed., $750. Deluxe Series 
—Sed., $796; coach, $730; cpe., $714; spt. 
cpe., $750; town sed., $750; spt. sed., $817 


CHRYSLER, Royal—Cpe., $918; r.s 
cpe., $963; brough., $963; tour. brough.. 
$975; 4-dr. sed., $998; 4-dr. tour. sed., 
$1,010. Imperial—Cpe., $1,123; r.s. cpe.. 
$1,160; tour. brough., $1,165; tour. sed. 
$1,198. 

DE SOTO—Bus. cpe., $870; tour. 


brough., $930; 4-dr. sed., $958; 4-dr. tour. 
sed., $970; conv. cpe., $1,045; conv. sed., 
$1,375; 7-pass. sed., $1,195; lim., $1,285. 

DODGE—Bus. cpe., $808; r.s. cpe., $858: 
2-dr. sed., $858; 4-dr. sed., $898; 2-dr. 
tour. sed., $870; 4-dr. tour. sed., $910. 

FORD, 60 h.p.—2-dr. sed., $640; 4-dr. 
sed., $685; cpe., $595. 85 h.p.—2-dr. sed., 
$665; 4-dr. sed., $701; cpe., $625; deluxe 
2-dr. sed., $725; deluxe 4-dr. sed., $770; 
cpe., $685; club cpe., $745; conv. cpe., 
$770; conv, club cpe., $800; phae., $820; 
conv. sed., $900. 

GRAHAM — Standard cpe., $995; sed., 
$1,025; spec. cpe., $1,095; spec. sed., $1,- 
075; supercharger sed., $1,198; super- 
charger cpe., $1,230; cus. supercharger 
cpe., $1,320; cus. supercharger sed., $1,320. 

HUDSON, 112 Standard—3-pass. cpe., 
$694; 4-pass. Vict. cpe., $740; sed., $755; 
brough., $724; tour. brough., $743; tour. 
sed., $775; conv. brough., $886; utility 
coach, $697; tour. utility coach, $716; 
utility cpe., $724. Series 81, Terraplane 
Deluxe—Brough., $822; tour. brough., 
$843; sed., $864; tour. sed., $884; 3-pass. 
cpe., $789; Vict. cpe., $833; conv. cpe., 
$926; conv. brough., $990. Series 84, Eight 
Deluxe—Brough., $1,028; tour. brough., 
$1,049; sed., $1,060; tour. sed., $1,080; 3- 
pass. cpe., $990; Vict. cpe., $1,031; conv. 
cpe., $1,121; conv. brough., $1,185. 


HUPP-—Stand. six 4-dr. sed., $1,045; 
reg. six 4-dr. sed., $1,180; deluxe six 4- 
dr. sed., $1,222; cus. six 4-dr. sed., $1,340; 
reg. eight 4-dr. sed., $1,325; deluxe eight 
4-dr. sed., $1,365; cus. eight 4-dr. sed., 
$1,465. 

LINCOLN-ZEPHYR—Cpe., $1,295; 2-dr. 
sed., $1,355; 4-dr. sed., $1,375; lim., $1,550; 
conv. cpe., $1,650; conv. sed., $1,790. 

LASALLE, V-8 Series 38-50 — 2-pass. 
cpe., $1,295; 5-pass. tour. cpe., $1,345; 5- 
pass. tour. sed., $1,385; 2-pass. conv. cpe., 
$1,420; 5-pass. conv. sed., $1,825. 

NASH, Master Series—Nash-LaFayette 
bus. cpe., $770; 2-dr. sed., $805; 4-dr. 
sed., $850; 4-dr. sed., $850. Deluxe—Nash- 
LaFayette conv. cab., $940; 5-pass. cpe., 
$860; 2-dr. sed., $855; bus. cpe., $820; 4- 


dr., sed., $900. Ambassador Six—Conv. 
cab., $1,090; 5-pass. cpe., $1,015; 2-dr. 
sed., $1,000; bus. cpe., $970; 4-dr. sed., 
$1,050. Ambassador Eight—Conv. cab., 
$1,240; 5-pass. cpe., $1,165; 2-dr. sed., $1,- 
150; bus. cpe., $1,120; 4-dr. sed., $1,200. 
OLDSMOBILE, Six — Bus. cpe., $870; 
club cpe., $926; 2-dr. sed., $916; 2-dr. 
tour. sed., $941; 4-dr. sed., $967; 4-dr. 


tour. sed., $992; conv. cpe., $1,043. Eight 
—Bus. cpe., $986; club cpe., $1,032; 2-dr. 
sed., $1,027; 2-dr. tour. sed., $1,053; 4-dr. 
sed., $1,078; 4-dr. tour. sed., $1,104; conv. 
cpe., $1,160. 

PLYMOUTH, Business Line—Cpe., $645; 
2-dr., $685; 4-dr., $730. Deluxe — Cpe., 
$730; cpe. with r.s., $770; conv. cpe., $850; 


2-dr. $773; 2-dr. tour. $785; 4-dr., $803; 
4-dr. tour., $815; 7-pass., $1,005; lim., 
$1,095. 

PONTIAC, Six—Cpe., $835; spt. cpe., 
$891; cabr., $993; 2-dr. sed., $865; 2-dr. 
tour. sed., $891; 4-dr. sed., $0916; 4-dr. 
tour. sed., $942; conv. phae., $1,310. 
Eight—Cpe., $898; spt. cpe., $955; cabr., 
$1,057; 2-dr. sed., $934; 2-dr. tour. sed., 
$960; 4-dr. sed., $980; 4-dr. tour. sed., 


$1,006; conv. phae., $1,353. 

PACKARD (5-wheel equip.), Six—4-dr. 
tour. sed., $1,070; 2-dr. tour. sed., $1,040; 
club cpe., $1,020; 2-dr. 4-pass. cpe., $1,135; 
bus. cpe., $975. Eight—4-dr. tour. sed., 
$1,325; 2-dr, tour. sed., $1,295; club cpe., 
$1,270; 2-dr. 4-pass. conv. cpe., $1,365; 
conv. sed., $1,650; bus. cpe., $1,225. Eight 
Deluxe—4-dr. tour. sed., $1,540. Super 
Eight—4-dr. tour. sed., $2,790; 4-dr. tour. 
sed., $2,995; club sed., $2,990; 5-pass. cpe., 
$2,965; 2-dr. 4-pass. cpe., $2,925; 2-dr. 4- 
pass. conv. cpe., $3,210; Vict., $3,670; 7- 
Twelve—4-dr. tour. sed., $4,155; club sed., 
$4,255; S-pass. cpe., $4,185. 

STUDEBAKER, Commander — 3-pass. | 
bus. cpe., $875; 3-pass. cus. cpe., $900; 
club sed., $955; cruis. sed., $965; conv. | 
sed., %1,315. State Commander — 3-pass. | 
cus. cpe., $965; club sed., $1,030; cruis. | 
sed., $1,040; conv. sed., $1,365. State | 
President—3-pass. cus. cpe., $1,130; club | 
sed., $1,195; cruis. sed., $1,205; conv. sed., 
$1,555. | 

WILLYS—Stand. cpe., $499; deluxe cpe., 
$574; stand. clipper, $539; deluxe clipper, 
$575; stand. 4-dr. sed., $563; deluxe 4-dr. | 
sed., $614; custom 4-dr. sed., 8700. 








eee 
Birmingham Post; Pittsburgh Press; Cleveland 
Plain Dealer; Detroit News; Minneapolis Jour. 
nal; Cincinnati Post; St. Louis Globe Demo- 
crat; Oklahoma News; Los Angeles Daily 
News; San Francisco Chronicle. 


__ 


Actual top and bottom prices on 1935, 1936 
and 1937 Used Cars, as advertised in local 
newspapers of current week. SEDAN prices 
only used in this comparison. Newspapers co- 
operating include: Boston Globe; New York 
Times, Journal - American, World - Telegram; 


LL 











































Used Car Selling Prices 


(As Advertised, Week Ending Aug. 6, 1938) 














omen Boston N.Y. Birmng. Pittsbrg. Cleve. Detroit Minn. Cinti. St.Louis Ok. City L.A. San. Fr. Nat. Ay, 
Buick “40” °37| $635-$685 $775-$850 $785 $695-$775 $695-$697 $650-$685| $645-$775 $740-$745 $ $ \$735-$795 $ $696-$755 
361 595 595- 625 545- 565 550- 575) 525- 595) 475 | 585 595 595 495 585 | 585 | 549- 592 

someone : *35| 425 | 345- 365| 385 370 465 | 367— 418 
uick “50-60° 37) 895 (895 
36] 675 625 | 625- 700| 475 ~—s«| | l | 550 667 

"35! | 575 395 450 | 350 | | 373= 513 

Chevrolet Master 37] 495- 545 395- 450) 495- 525) 525- 575 350- 475! 495 | 495 | 452— 509 
36] | 235- 335) 299- 365 335- 475! 275- 325! 399 345 395 | 298- 382 

35] 165 | 195- 225 245- 385) 228— 285) 275 235 270 | 214 288 


KL 
Chevrolet Mas 
aster DeLuxe 37! 525- 595 545— 575| 545- 625) 375- 545) 395- 525) 520- 535! 565 545 ’ 445- 575) 625- 645! 625- 685! 515- 587 











36] 445 375- 395| 375- 425! 335- 445) 365- 395! 415 395- 445 375 565 | 370- 441 

Poem ogg 3 275- 295| 295- 325| 265- 285) 399 345 395 375 445 295- 420 

___737| 665- 695 649 645- 695) 585- 695 * 675 675 725- 765 654- 700 

ee aa 495 525 445- 525 475 595 635 | 472- 570 

a eceenesnesensnssessssesnestneneciceneees OS 350-— 425 | ! 465 7 = 

Chrysler Eight 37] 795 625- 699 725 was a 945 = > 

Ki 545- 595 645 | 545 i: 

2 475 335 | 545 335~ 510 

ssiecinnsenastinsinceatiatisimsistisitatetiiantlanieas 539 450 455 l | 54% 425 | 443~ 542 
"351 | 295 295 


Dodge . = - ae oo ay al oe ae aa 
37, 625- 665, 495- 625 595- 725) 585- 650) 575- 625) 490- 595! 5°5- 675 55%-- 575° 595-- €25 750 566- 651 








’ elie ' 

36 445- 545 525 550 425- 495) 395- 495 315- 388) 535-.5°5 445-- 495 450 595 430- 515 
eed Suaadans 35! 365- 445 395 350- 395 265- 395! 235- 240) 35°-- 459 325.- 395° 375 345 445 22e— 395 
asinniaaptin ‘371 395- 425 42)- 495) 375- 100) 350- 395 365- 475) 325- 3°5! 475 75- 495 400 475— 585 495- 535 409- 460 


lc lt 360 | 295 279- 298 265- 395! 245- 265 295 325- 375 285- 375 445 284- 359 
roa bee — — 195- 225 165- 245! 135 | 235. 335 250 295 | 198- 270 
1 435- 485 560 475- 495! 425- 495! 375- 495! 480 | §48- 593! 527- 575 445 495 495- 615 625 467- 544 

36! 365- 375 395 315- 410! 295- 395! 295- 325! 469 335 385 395 395 332- 395 


| 175= 398 
| 485- 810 

319- 710 
| 278- 410 


a = ! 345 245 275- 295) 175- 245! 185- 205 350 245- 275 295° 275- 375 
| | | 485 | | $45 | 775 
36! | | 319- 329) 495 | | | | 595 
"351 | | 245- 325) | 295 295 495 





Hudson Six 371 | | | | 
"36, | | 425=- 475| | ! 495 | 425- 485 
"35 | | 315- 350! 275 | | | 295- 350 


Hudson Eight 371 | 695 695 | | | | | 695 


36! 499 | | | | | | 425 | | 425- 499 
"351 | | | | | | 325 | | | 325 
































Hudson Terraplane °37| 685 | | 350- 595 | 545- 585 547 575 | 695 481- 627 
°36] 345- 425) 450 | 495 | 395 | 295 | 429 | 475 375 325 445- 550) 549 363- 482 
35] | 345-~ 385) | | 195 | 395 ' 350 375 297- 385 

LaSalle "371 895- 925 895 | | 845 | 975 | | | | 895- 975 | 883- 958 
°36| 665- 695) | 497- 595! 575 | 595 ! | 579- 628 
35! 525 | | | | | | | | 545 | 535 

Lincoln Zephyr *37! 875 | 765- 795! 729- 875 725- 825 745- 795) | 795- 945 | 752- 852 
*361 575- 595) 650 | 545- 695) | 595- 695 | 572- 659 
35; | 595 | | | 595 

Nash LaFayette "371 550- 575! 495 495- 525! 510 | 513— 537 
"361 | | | | ! } 449 ’ 325 425 | 375- 449 
351 | | | | I 


371 l | ] | | 

















°36) 525 | 299— 325! 425 | | 435- 450! | | 367= 431 
"351 249 | | | 295- 345 | 972- 345 
Olds Six "37! 645- 695) 695 695 695 597- 695! 595 670- 765 595 595- 625! 645- 695 745- 795! 636- 706 
er 36! 525 525- 545| 415- 465) 495 445~ 545) 339- 425 475- 525 525 695 | 449- 531 
351 35 325~ 345 365 295 425 295- 395 435 | 333- 400 
Olds Eight 371 695- 795 745- 765 | 700- 739 695- 745) 695 725 | 706— 734 
- 361 515-- 545 495 525-- 550 l 465 595 500- 563 
351 “25 | 345 | | 445 400 | 395 370- 423 
Pontiac Six 87° 545- 625 595 595 565- 595 675 | 547- 595! 675 645- 665 645 625- 675 588- 644 
BRS 495 525 415- 525) 445- 545| 395 435- 527) 495 545 485 545 | 452- 534 
coe eee alee 295— 345 275-345! 285 | 385 360 275- 295 425 283- 359 
Pontiac Eight ne hee SS! LLU |_785 695 | 638~ 697 
°35{ 375 | |_ 375 375 397 = = 
































Packard 120 "371 795-845 745 725 625- 685 775- 795 795 | 730— 773 
octane | cae 585- 595 645 725 588- 667 
35] 495 | | 495 395- 445) 495 | 395- 483 
Plymouth "371 495 445- 525) 425 | 425 | 432- 510 
cient 361 ! 375 295- 475 265- 279 350 | 303- 376 
"351 225 245-335) | 29190 225 SC*d« 20 8G 
Plymouth DeLuxe "37; €25 550- 595° 565- 595) 495- 595 525-535 465- 497° 625 485- 497 525 545- 625 625- 645 531- 583 
pt a °36| 525 465- 475 375- 495, 395- 445 325- 375° 425 425 365- 375 545 396- 462 
"35 | 345 325- 345 325- 345) 245- 275 295- 3457 350 299 395 a 343 
Studebaker Dictator "371-595-695 685 645 345 es ee ee ene 
Studebaker President 371 775- 795 795 — 335- 363 
A ee 
351 ' ' decennial ict tence anenats 
re cntetvoereninl fs a 
ae ee _ | 195- a = 195- 265 | 185 242 

| wt. 





Used Car Selling Prices, as advertised in the classified section of m j ste iakaereetie’ Aenean 
: : etropolitan newspape ion: are 

exclusively by Automotive News as a copyrighted feature. This is the first time ela re ak “fid — 
bottom prices have been compiled from published figures to establish the trend of the market a = ee aa 
national index. Where no prices are quoted, no car of make and model was offered during i ce ok 
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Safety Education Held Vital to Reduced Toll 


Safety Institute Studies 


Trend in Age-Groups 


ANN ARBOR.—More and bet- 


ter safety training in schools is 
vital as an aid in reducing the 
present annual traffic toll of 
nearly 40,000 lives, it was dem- 
onstrated Wednesday to officials 
attending a two-week session 
here of the National Institute 
for raffic Safety Training. The 
session closes Aug. 20. 


A chart of traffic deaths from 
1922 to 1933, supplied by Dr. 
Fred R. Noffsinger, educational 
consultant for the American 
Automobile Assn., showed that 
in this period traffic deaths of 
children from five to nine had 
decreased 25 per cent. This de- 
crease was attributed to traffic- 
safety training in the element- 
ary school. In higher grades, 
where training was lacking, the 





Electric Device 
Tests Stamina 


Of Ford Starter 


A small elec- 
trical device in the Ford Motor 
company Rouge plant here starts, 
stops and starts two V-8 en- 
gines 720 times an hour each, or 
twelve times a minute, day after 
day. 

The engines are mounted on 
a test stand, and _ prolonged 
stopping and starting procedure 
is one of the steps Ford en- 
gineers have taken to help them 
work toward their goal of a 
starter that never fails. In tests 
already run, Ford starters have 
averaged the equivalent of 10 
years of normal service before 
interruptions occurred. Minor 
repairs enabled them to give 
many thousand more starts. 

One of the starters is on a 60- 
horsepower Ford V-8 engine and 
the other on an 85. A mechan- 
ism similar to the control on a 
sign flasher turns on the igni- 
tion, then turns on the starter, 
pauses a moment while the mo- 
tor runs, and then cuts off the 
current. When the motor coasts 
to a stop it is started up again 
at once. The impulses are al- 
ternated, so that while one en- 
gine is starting the other is 
stopping. Mechanical counters 
keep track of the number of 
starts, and precision instruments 
give valuable data on _ other 
features of engine performance. 








Date of Sale to Determine 
Pro-Rating of Wis. Fees 


MADISON, Wis.—The motor 
vehicle division of the depart- 
ment of state has ruled that the 
date, from which license fees 
are to be pro-rated in the case 
of new vehicles purchased dur- 
ing the year, is the date of the 
bill of sale, regardless of 


whether the car is used im- 
mediately or not. 
Cars from outside the state 


are required to pay a fee dated 
from the time of the applica- 
tion, unless purchased during 
the current year, when the 
charge will be based on the 
date of purchase, according to 
the ruling. 


Studies Farm Situation 


WASHINGTON.— Dr. George R. 
Taylor, of Amherst, is engaged in 
making a study of ‘Restrictions on 
the Free Movement of Farm Prod- 


ucts in the United States” for the 
bureau of agricultural economics, 
U. S. department of agriculture. The 
Study covers motor truck tr anspor- 
tation, quarantines, margarine, 
liquor, and health and sanitar y 


regulations of the dairy industry. 








a Chris Sinsabaugh’s sparkling 
Sparks” column is read by the 
wide-awake” in the industry 


percentage of deaths increased. 

The average increase for all 
deaths during the period was 81 
per cent. In the 10-to-14 age 
group the increase was only 
three per cent, but it was 130 
per cent for the high-school age 
group and 157 per cent for the 
college group. 

A mock trial staged by the 
institute indicated that the drunk 
driver of the future, when in- 
volved in an accident, will be 
confronted in court with scien- 
tific evidence of his guilt. Dr. 
H. A. Heise, witness for the 
prosecution during the trial, test- 
ified that he is able to determine 
the alcohol present in the body 
at any given moment by distill- 
ing a urine specimen with picric 
acid, tartaric acid and water and 
subjecting it to an oxydizing 
agent. 

Harry H. Porter, chief justice 
of the Evanston (Ill.) municipal 
court, who presided, pointed out 
that as yet but six states and 25 
cities admit expert testimony 
relative to the amount of alcohol 
found in the spinal fluid, blood, 
urine, saliva and breath, but that 
such tests are gaining wider ac- 
ceptance. 

Some of these tests were con- 
sidered inacceptable because of 
the danger of infecting the sub- 
ject. 


Idaho and Utah 
Set Reciprocity 


BOISE, Idaho.—Idaho and 
Utah have entered into a reci- 
procity agreement, which nego- 
tiators say will be advantageous 
to highway users of both states 
and also of special benefit to 
fruit and vegetable farmers, par- 
ticularly the fruit growers of 
North Utah. 

The agreement provides for 
free passage of properly regis- 
tered passenger cars, free oper- 
ation in one state of truck op- 
erators with licenses in the other 
state, under a three-day permit 
with a limit of four permits per 
season; registration of regular 
operators in both states, and 
temporary registration for not 
more than 30 days for one-fifth 
the annual fee. 


Californians Will Ballot 
On Single Traffic Control 


SACRAMENTO, Calif.— Cali- 
fornians will vote in the No- 
vember elections on an amend- 
ment to the constitution estab- 
lishing a highway and traffic 
safety commission. This commis- 
sion would be composed of five 
long-term members and _ will 
have full charge of all state 
functions relating to the build- 
ing and maintenance of the 
highways and to the promotion 
of safety on the highways. 


The amendment won a place 
on the ballot through an initia- 
tive petition sponsored jointly 
by the California State Automo- 
bile Assn. and the Automobile 
Club of Southern California. 
Whereas 186,378 signatures were 





required, more than 200,000 
were obtained. 
Excise Law Amended 


BOSTON.—Massachusetts has passed 
an amendment to its automobile ex- 
cise law for cities and towns, making 
it mandatory for Motor Registrar 
Frank A. Goodwin to suspend regis- 
trations of vehicles when owners do 
not pay their excise taxes. After the 


| tax remains unpaid for 30 days, the 


city or town tax collector notifies the 
registrar, who then sends a letter to 
the owner. If he does not prove 
within 30 more days that he paid 
the tax he loses his plates. 


To feel the pulse of the industry, 
consistent reading of Automotive 


| News is a necessity. 








Accidents Cause 
Staggering Loss 


CHICAGO. — Motor ve- 
hicle accidents cost the 
American public $1,700,- 
000,000 in 1937, according 
to Charles M. Hayes, presi- 
dent of the Chicago Mo- 
tor club. 

“Medical expense, wage 
losses, and property dam- 
age are included in this 
figure,’ he explained, 


“which represents enough 
money to build 250 ocean 
liners like the Norman- 
die.” 





“A Word in Edgewise,” a regular 


feature by George M. Slocum, offers 
a unique viewpoint from the motor 
world. 


TIME HAS MARCHED ON — twenty-two 
years of it—since we convinced our first 
prospect that he would do better by 
using our products. And in all that time 
we’ve never lost the thrill and invigora- 
tion of watching that first customer’s pro- 
duction lines move smoothly and swiftly 
after an installation of dies for which we 


furnished the castings. 


Each time we’ve added a new customer to 


our list this thrill has been 
repeated, for we know 
that his whole production 
line has been strength- 
ened and speeded up 
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200 Citizen-Off: 





icers Held 


Enforce Idaho Traffic Law 


BOISE, Idaho. — Supplement- 
ing the activities of its 42 state 
highway patrolmen, Idaho has 
a voluntary, unpaid force of 200 
citizen-traffic officers on the 
lookout for law violations and 
reporting them to the state de- 
partment of law enforcement at 
Boise. 

The Idaho Statesman, in a re- 
cent issue, tells of the inaugura- 
tion of this new safety move 
and says that the state selected 
the volunteer traffic officers 
from lists of motorists sub- 
mitted by civic organizations, 
fraternal societies, public serv- 
ice groups and safety councils; 
that these volunteers report by 


number rather than name, and 


INVIGORATION 


irons. 


that their identity is not known 
to the public. 

When a volunteer reports a 
traffic violation, the department 
sends a postcard to the offender, 
calling his attention to it and 
requesting his future co-opera- 
tion in the safe driving cam- 
paign. If such reports continue, 
the offender receives a_ visit 
from a state highway patrolman. 

J. L. Balderston, law enforce- 
ment commissioner, is quoted as 
saying that these volunteer of- 
ficers, known only as “John 
Public’, are a helpful influence 
in the safety campaign. 

Fourth Dimension, a regular fea- 


ture by Pete Wembhoff, offers news 
of automotive advertising. 


through the faithful performance of our 


There’s real invigoration in having prod- 
ucts that are right and making them the 
right way. We have and we always do. 
Our complete line includes six regular and 
alloyed gray irons, headed by LEKTRO- 
KAST, the finest electric furnace iron pos- 


sible to produce. One of these irons is just 





FOUNDRY COMPANY 


DETROIT GRAY IRON. 


Foot of Iron Street" 





right for your specific requirements. 


A call will bring our 
sales and engineering 
representatives, without, 
of course, any obligation 
to you. 
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War Scare Abroad Keeps Wall Street In Jitters 


Outlook in U.S. 
Held Favorable 
For Fall Sales 


Special to Automotive News 

NEW YORK.—wWall Street has 
been in something of a jittery 
mood. It hasn’t lost its confi- 
dence in the outlook at home for 
improving business over the 
coming months but it still is 
subject to nervous spells over 
developments or fear of de- 
velopments abroad. 

As to business itself, as seen 
from this angle, there is every 
reason to believe it wants to go 
ahead and will go ahead. It will 
be surprising, indeed, if the up- 
turn this fall is not of more than 
seasonal proportions. There is 
no reason to believe this won’t 
be true of the automobile in- 
dustry. 

As to the situation abroad 
and likely developments and 
their effect on this country, few 
are willing to venture predic- 
tions. And any such forecasts as 
are made don’t receive much at- 
tention here. It is this recogni- 
tion in the Street that forecasts 
of the course of events in 
Europe and the Orient mean 
next to nothing that has much 
to do with the nervousness of 
the market. It is necessary for 
day-to-day events to be ap- 
praised from day-to-day. If there 
were any predictions in which 
confidence could be displayed, 
Wall Street would make up its 


Campbell Takes 
Charge at Reo; 
Glover Resigns 


LANSING. — Rowland Camp- 
bell, guiding power within the 
Reo Motor Car Co. since a 
proxy battle that unseated most 
of the old management, assumed 
the concern’s helm in name as 
well today. 

Campbell became “acting 
president” in the wake of the 
resignation of Col. Fred R. 
Glover, of Detroit, who was 
president and general manager 
of Reo until Tuesday. 


The resignations of Earle W. 
Goodnow and M. D. Harrison, 
also of Detroit, likewise were 
accepted. Both were members of 
the Reo board. 


Campbell announced that the 
shift was in line with a series 
of the “strictest kind” of econo- 
mies he termed “necessary to 
keep Reo a going concern.” Reo’s 
ivy-clad administration building 
will be rented he said, and a 
wing of the factory which has 
been unused since the company 
abandoned the passenger car 
field will be torn down to re- 
duce overhead. 


Profits of $8,023 
By Diamond-T 
In 2nd Quarter 


CHICAGO.—A net income of 
$8,023, after federal and state 
taxes, is reported by Diamond T 
Motor Car Co. for the second 
quarter of this year. 

The volume of business for 
the second quarter showed an 
improvement of approximately 
15 per cent over that of the first 
quarter, a change sufficient to 
convert the results from red to 
black figures. The improvement, 
however, is not of such propor- 
tions as to justify any statement 

















regarding the future, other than 
that it appears unlikely that 
any future quarter in this cycle 


will show a loss, the company 


announcement said. 


mind and go one way or the 
other. 


Prices of securities would go 
on month after month reflecting 
almost purely the earnings out- 
look of industry if there were 
no outside influences to be con- 
sidered. But under present con- 
ditions this can’t be done. A 
reason is that with billions of 
dollars of foreign money in- 
vested in American securities, 
any sudden conversion of those 
securities into cash for what- 
ever purpose would play havoc 
with prices. And on the other 
hand any sudden conversion of 
foreign cash into American se- 
curities in large quantity would 
send prices skyward. Foreign 
buying was credited by some 
with having touched off the big 
stock market rally which got 
under way in June. 


It is necessary, therefore, for 
Wall Street to keep one eye on 
the foreign scene while keeping 
the other busy surveying de- 
velopments in the business field 
at home. While far from ideal, 
this situation is much better 
than were we busy building for- 
tifications and holding war 
manuevers along our own bor- 
ders. 

After the sharp advance of the 
preceding week, automotive 
stocks lost some ground in the 
latest week covered by the AN 
averages. These averages for the 
week ended Aug. 17 compare as 
follows: 


Last This Year 
Week Week Change Ago 
24 motors ponicninteds 32.65 31.23 —1.42 43.77 


10 car-truck co.’s. 33.16 31.75 —1.41 45.03 
10 parts-acces. ... 28.01 26.86 —1.15 40.75 
4tire-rubbers .... 27.11 25.11 —2.00 43.55 

Purchases in the second quar- 
ter of this year of substantial 
blocks of automotive stocks by 
Affiliated Fund, Inc., investment 
trust, were revealed in a report 
made public this week. The trust 
increased its holdings of Borg- 
Warner from 2,000 to 2,600 
shares and its. holdings of 
Briggs Mfg. from none to 1,200 
shares. Chrysler holdings were 
increased from 1,000 to 2,600 
shares and Electric Auto-Lite 
from none to 200. 

The trust held 1,600 shares of 
Libbey-Owens-Ford at the latest 
date, as against 1,000 at the 
earlier date, and in the second 
quarter increased its ownership 
of Mack Trucks from 2,000 to 
3,600 shares. It added 600 shares 
of Timken Roller Bearing, in- 
creasing the total to 1,800. 


Last Minute Wall Street Wires 


New York, Friday, Aug. 19 (3:20 P. M.)—With tires hold- 
ing much of the early buying play, stocks were up 
from fractions to two points, although the market 


in general was dull. 


Rails, steels, motors, moved to 


the front in trading during the latter part of the day, 
with the general pace slowing greatly at the close. 





ICC Outlines Procedure 
For Truck Transport Study 





Special to Automotive News 

WASHINGTON.—tThe _proce- 
dure to be followed in the ex- 
haustive investigation of the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission 
into the need for regulation by 
the federal government of the 
sizes and weight of motor ve- 
hicles in interstate commerce 
was announced here this week. 
It also was announced that a 
series of tentative reports will 
be prepared and released prior 
to hearings or before completion 
of hearings on the inquiry as a 
whole. 

According to the ICC, four 
major factors will be taken into 


Steel Buying 
By Automotive 
Still Moderate 


DETROIT.— Buying of steel 
by the automotive industry con- 
tinues in moderate amounts with 
shipments gradually increasing. 
Large tonnage orders, however, 
are not generally expected for 
another week or two with some 
possibility that they will not 
appear until early September. 

Meanwhile, prices are re- 
ported to have firmed up after 
the flurry of shading two weeks 
ago. 

It is not believed by the local 
steel trade that any consequen- 
tial tonnage was placed at the 
lower prices, and it is now 
considered an even chance that 
all suppliers will adhere to 
present schedules when the 
heavier buying begins. 








AUTOMOTIVE STOCK QUOTATION Ss 
At Close of Markets Friday, Aug. 19 


(Furnished by Wm. C. Roney Co., Detroit) 











Last Sale Last Sale 
1938 Aug. Aug. 1938 Aug. Aug. 
High Low NEW YORK 19 12 HighLow NEW YORK 19 12 
54% 34% Allis Chalm. .... 49% 48 21% 12% Ludlum Steel . ...... 17% 
3214 1254 Amn. C&F ...... 27 «25% | 29° 16 Mack Trucks . 25 2434 
22% 9'2 Amn. Chain ...20 18%4| 223, 1014 Motor Prod 20% 19% 
6'¢ 2%% Auburn Auto... 4° 4 | 143, 8° Motor Wheel . 1414 1234 
23% 85, Bendix Avia. .. 22% 21%] 19if 4 Murray Corp. 9i4 834 
65% 39%4 Beth. Steel ...... 5658 5544] 1212 63, Nash Kelv.. 10 95, 
30% 15% Bohn A&B .... 27 24%] 197, 914 Pacific Mills 15 18” 
33% 16% Borg-Warner .. 32% 30%] 57, 314 Packard a7 5 
3514 12% Briggs Mfg. .... 335g 31%] 3 1% Reo Motor... 2 2% 
634 3% Budd Mfg. EG 5% 556] 207, 1114 Republic Steel 18 1714 
544 3 Budd Wheel .. . 4581 16%, 1034 Socony Vac 14% 145, 
75% 3534 Chrysler . .. 1256 68 43 ." Sparks-With. Ric a30 
37%, 1314 Collins & Aik. 35. 33%] 1715 33, Spicer Mfe~ 2 141, 
50 23 Com. Credit ... 47% 46%| joist og! creer Mis. ... 14% 14% 
= 7% Cem tov. 53 B1i¢ 12% : Stewart-Warn.. 10% 9% 
.., “i coe oe > Te 8% 3% Studebaker .... 8144 754 
6 , 31, Curtiss-Wright. 5% 5% a” oie soeemens, a 4% 472 
24%4 125% Curtiss-W. A ..23 9 22%] js1, 3 Timk_Det es isd ae 
13334 9014 du Pont 130% 134 | 5537 311, Ti ; 3, 47% 
217% 1014 Eaton Mfg. 20% 20 241; 1314 ae oon eae on oe 
281, 1314 Elec. Auto-Lite 265 25%) 441 31° U° & Ind, Alco. «19% 
i ; : 123%, 113, cP , U. S. Rubber... 4536 42% 
145, 5% Evans Prod. 4 {| 109% ©6134 West’house 10234 981% 
57, 2% Federal Mtr. 5% 4%] 151%, 6% White Mtrs .... 13144 12% 
25% 161% Firestone T&R 21% 21 3 1% Willys 256 
234 1% Gabriel Co. A 2%] 215, 83% Yellow Truck... 1934 18% 
4514 27% Gen. Elec. 42% 40 22% 9%% Young S&W 20 
48 2514 Gen. Mtrs. 41% 441% CHICAGO 
271, 13 Glidden 23% 22% 1%, 7% Asbestos Mfg. 1% 1% 
2534 10 Goodrich, B.F. 24%% 22%] 23% 834 Bendix Avia. . 2234 21% 
30 15144 Goodyear T&R 28% 26%] 33% 1614 Borg-Warner 32% 30 
2 %4 Graham-Paige 1% 1%] 1554 5%% Houd.-Hersh. B 145g 1% 
314 1% Hayes Body 214 2%] 27% 18 Modine Mfg. ...24 25 
157%, 6 Houd.-Hersh. B 14’ 14 29 22 Perfect Circle .. 25 25 
10 5 Hudson Mtr. 9 8%] 1% 14 Pines Winter. % % 
17%  % Hupp Mtr. 1% 1 514 234 Woodall Ind. 5 5 
70 48 Inter. Harv. 58 5634] 14 6 Federal Mogul 13% 
9914 58 Johns-Man. 96 91 12 6'4 Hoover Ball B. 9 
1134 434 Kelsey-H. W. 1034 10%] 104, =%4%% Murray Corp. 9144 8% 
83%, 3 Kelsey-H. B 7% 63%4| 20%, 14% Parker Rust ._ 1654 
195g 104%, Lee R & T 20 17 342 1% Penn Metal 23% 2% 
5034 2314 L-O-F Glass 49 «44 15 8% Timk.-Det. 1454 13% 





consideration in the formulation 
of a final plan. 
A survey will be made of 
limitations prescribed by the 
States, and the reasons there- 
for. 
Legal considerations will be 
studied, in co-operation with 
other Federal departments 
and “the many questions 
presented in determining the 
proper line or lines of de- 
marcation of Federal and 
state powers in the control of 
road use.” 

3 Economics and _ engineering. 
This question will be divided 
into four parts as follows: 
(a) Road facilities and ve- 

hicles used in interstate trans- 

portation. 

(b) Highway _ costs. First 
costs and maintenance costs of 
various highway types, with 
special consideration to the 
Federal-aid highway system. 


(c) Characteristics of ve- 
hicles in relation to road and 
bridge facilities. 

(d) Relation between ve- 
hicle sizes and weights and costs 
of operation and ability to ren- 
der service. 


The final or fourth phase of 
the ICC inquiry will deal with 
the relation between sizes and 
weights of vehicles and high- 
way safety. 


ICC also will study perform- 
ance factors, braking ability, tire 
capacity, grade-ability, effects 
of overloading, relations between 
weight limitations and opera- 
tions speeds, and the relative 
importance of a large number 
of small vehicles and a smaller 
number of large ones. 


The hearings will be held in 
various parts of the country and 
all interested parties are invited 
to participate in the inquiry. 


Machine Tool 
Spurt is Seen 
In September 


SYDNEY, O.—Machine tool 
manufacturers will enjoy a 
sharp increase in volume of do- 
mestic business beginning in 
September, and the fourth 
quarter should be very much 
better than earlier periods of the 
year, in opinion of W. E. Whipp, 
president of the Monarch Ma- 
chine Tool Co. 


Domestic orders have al- 
ready shown some pickup, the 
domestic order index compiled 
by the National Machine Tool 
Builders’ Assn. moving up to 
41.8 in July from 35.7 in June 
and 34.8 in May. 


Domestic business is currently 
coming from a variety of in- 
dustries with no _ single one 
outstanding. Influx of orders ex- 
pected in last quarter’ will 
likewise probably come from a 
miscellany of sources with pos- 
sibly the automobile industry 
being an outstanding contribu- 
tor to the total, he said. 

Monarch currently is working 
day and night on a two months’ 
bank of unfilled orders. Most 
of this business is foreign, 
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Goodyear Has 


$1,669,828 Net 
In First Half 


CLEVELAND. — Goodyear 
Tire & Rubber Co. and sub- 
sidiaries report for six months 
ended June 30, 1938, net profit 
of $1,669,828 after depreciation, 
interest, federal income taxes, 
etc., equal after dividend re- 
quirements on 650,468 shares of 
$5 preferred stock, to two cents 
a share on 2,059,060 no-par 
shares of common stock out- 
standing. 

This compares with net profit 
for six months ended June 30, 
1937, of $8,068,352 after deduct- 
ing $1,500,000 contingent re- 
serve, equal after dividend re- 
quirements on $7 and $5 pre- 
ferred stocks then outstanding, 
to $3.18 a share on 1,999,081 
common shares outstanding at 
close of that period. 


Current assets as of June 30, 
1938, including $15,779,005 cash 
and Canadian government se- 
curities, amounted to $106,118,- 
140, and current liabilities were 
$9,206,682. This compares with 
cash and Canadian government 
securities of $12,998,333, current 
assets of $120,594,368, and cur- 
rent liabilities of $13,486,966, on 
June 30, 1937. Inventories were 
$67,293,399, against $76,844,465. 

Second half outlook is moder- 
ately better. Replacement sales 
began to pick up after Deco- 
ration Day and are currently 
running in good volume. The 
fall outlook for original equip- 
ment tire sales has also taken 
a turn for the better because of 
the small number of dealers 
stocks of new cars and the 
better than anticipated demand 
for cars since the stock market 
began to advance late in June. 








Foundry Reports Loss 

MUSKEGON, Mich. — Cam 
Wyant & Cannon Foundry _— 
reports a net loss of $88,295 for the 
June quarter of this year, com- 
pared with a net increase of $353,- 
999, or $1.03 a share, for the like 
period last year 





Coming Events 


SEPTEMBER 
13-14—Alexandria Bay, N. Y. Empire 
State Automobile Merchants Assn. 
Inc., Annual Conclave. 
14-16—New York. National Transporta- 
tion Engineering Meeting. 
30-Dec. 2—SAE National Production 
Meeting. 


OCTOBER 
6-7—Tulsa, Okla. SAE Fuels, Lubricants 


Meeting. 

10-12—New Orleans. National Assn. of 
Independent Tire Dealers. Annual 
convention, 

13-15—Los Angeles. SAE National Air- 
craft Production Meeting. 

15-23—Prague, Czechoslovakia. Automo- 
bile Show. 

31-Nov. 2—Detroit. American Trucking 


Assns. conclave. Hotel Statler. 


NOVEMBER 
11-17—New York. National Motor Truck 


Show. 
11-18—New York. National Automobile 


ow. 
11-18—Pittsburgh. Automobile Show. 
11-19—Detroit. Automobile Show. 
11-19—San Francisco. Automobile show. 
12-18—Columbus, 0. Automobile Show. 


12-19—Chicago. Automobile Show. 
12-19—Philadelphia. Automobile Show.® 
12-19—Boston. Automobile Show. 
12-19—Milwaukee. Automobile Show. 
12-19—Buffalo. Automobile Show. 
12-19—Minneapolis. Automobile Show. 
12-20—Los Angeles. Automobile Show. 
12-20—St. Louis. Automobile Show. 
14—New York. SAE Annual Dinner, 
Commodore Hotel. 
14-16—New York. SAE National Trans- 
portation Engineering Meeting. 
14-19—Elmira, N. Y¥. Automobile Show.® 
14-19—New Haven, Conn. Automobile 


Show. 
19-25—Indianapolis. Automobile Show. 
19-26—Baltimore, Automobile Show. 
19-26—Rochester, N. ¥. Automobile Show. 
0-00-~sy aehington, D. Automobile 
ow 


19-26—Montreal. Automobile Show. 
20-26—Cincinnati. Automobile Show.* 
26-Dec. 3—Newark. Automobile Show. 


DECEMBER 
5-10—Chicago. Automotive Service In- 
dustries Show, Navy Pier. 
5-10—Denver. Automobile Show. 

JANUARY 


9-13—Detroit. SAE Annual Meeting. 


N.B.—Omaha and Kansas City have 
voted not to hold automobile shows this 
year 

*Tentative. 
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party. And it was original in 
that it was held in the executive | 
puilding of the corporation at 
Highland Park. Opening with a 
juncheon, there followed the peek 
at the new models and then came 
what might be called an “open| 
house.” 

Every one of the members of 
the high command, from Presi- | 
dent K. T. Keller down, was there 
to meet the newspaper men, each 
in his own office and we of the 
press had the right of way. We 
could wander around the fifth 
foor, dropping in on the brass 
hats and really getting acquaint- | 
ed. The result was that when 
the preview ended there had been 
established a much closer bond 
of intimacy between the execu- 
tives and the newspaper men 
than ever had existed before. The 
average Paul Pry felt he could 
call K.T. K.T. and vanDerZee 
Van, Joe Fields Joe and so on 
down the line and that the brass 
hattery would feel it wasn’t out 


of place. 

As for how the new models | 
lok — well, that’s a different 
story. Wait for the announce- 


sealed. 
* 

WHICH SWINGS us into the 
preview circuit, which has been 
started by the Chrysler units. 
From now on things will be pop- 
ping for the Paul Prys and Peep- | 
ing Toms and by the end of Sep- | 
tember we should have seen all 
of them, with the possible excep. | 
tion of Ford and Chevrolet. Al- | 
though not all the dates have been | 
officially confirmed, it is certain | 
Studebaker will take up the run- 
ning following the Chrysler show- 
ing with a preview at South Bend 
on Saturday, Sept. 10. 

This party, too, will depart) 
from the conventional in that | 
Studebaker has turned over the! 
arrangement of the program to)! 
a committee of veteran automo: | 
bile editors including John Jen-| 
kins of the Chicago Daily News, | 
Bert Pierce, New York Herald- | 
Tribune, Rex Cleveland, New)! 
York Times, Jim Sullivan, Boston | 
Globe and Leon Pinkson, San 
Francisco Chronicle. 

* = ~ 

FOLLOWING Studebaker, it is 
going to be bing-bing for the rest 
of the month. Graham has defi-| 
nitely taken Sept. 12, while Pon-| 
tiac is listed for the 13th and| 
Oldsmobile for the 14th. Packard 
comes on the 15th and Willys-| 
Overland has pegged a tentative | 
date for the 16th or 17th. Some 
day in the week following, it is 
expected Buick will stage its 


ments—our lips are 
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press rally, while Nash is hoping 
to have its preview on the 24th, 
again at Lake Geneva, Wis., with- 
in a stone’s throw almost of the 
plant at Kenosha. Hudson is un- 
certain as to its exact date, but 
Bill James says it will be in the 
last week in September. 

Chevrolet hasn’t selected a date, 
but it is certain it will not be in 
September—mebbe late in Oc- 
tober. As for Ford, it is said that 
its announcement of the new line 
will not come until the eve of the 
show, with no plans at all now as 
to a preview for the press. 

* * * 


ward S. Evans, Sr., president of 
Evans Products of Detroit (See 
“Sparks” of 
June 25 for the 
reason of the 
application of 
the monicker) 
has returned 
from his Argo- 
nautic expedi- 
tion to England 
and France, suc- 
cessful in his 
quest of the 
Golden’ Fleece, 
otherwise 
foreign connec- 
tions to handle such of his pro- 
ducts as the gear-shifter and his 
ventilating and heating systems. 
Tentative arrangements have 
been for the manufacture of these 
products in England, beginning 
in January. 
cd 





E. S. Evans sr. 


PROBABLY the most import- 
ant contact made by Evans was 
with Rootes Bros. of England. 
That name is strange to Ameri- 
can ears mebbe, but this concern 
is credited with building 20 per 
cent of the British motor cars. 
Like Winchell, I never knew it 
before, nor did I know the set- 
up, which is most interesting. 

It seems the Rootes came from 
the Austin company. Energetic 
young men, they wanted to hang 
out their own shingle, so they 
interested capital and took over 
that Coventry company, manu- 
facturing the Humber and Hill- 
man. Then they picked up the 
famous Talbot, located in London 
and the Commer and Kerrier 
trucks of Luton. Diversifying, 
they added to their string a plant 
at Wolverhampton where are 
made the Sunbeam trolley bus 
and electric vehicles. So now the 
Rootes have a line of motor ve- 
hicles ranging in price from $800 
up to $3,000. 

Barney Roos, now Willys-Over- 
land’s vice-president in charge of 
engineering, came to that job 
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from the Rootes, where he had 
made a deep impression on the 
English industry because of his 
engineering skill. The Rootes 
hated to lose him, but homesick- 
ness brought Barney back to 
America. xs 

s J s 

IN FRANCE it is reported that 
there are two automobile com- 
panies interested in the Evansair 
heating and ventilating system. 
Also Evans clicked with his Auto- 
Railer, the vehicle which can run 
on roads or rails and which is 
coming in strong among railroads 
for branch line operations: In 
tngland four of the railroads are 
about to stage an experimental 
test of the Auto-Railer, with a 
view to its adoption and France 
will send observers. 

Eager to get home and tell the 
boys at the plant of his successes, 
this modern Jason came back on 
the Queen Mary on its recent 
record-breaking trip. 
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Preparing for 


Speed Attempt 





SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH— 
Reid Railton and John Cobb, the 
former designer of the sensational 
“crab-tracked” racing car, the lat- 
ter an English sportsman who 
hopes to drive the vehicle faster 
than any human has ever trav- 
eled before, are preparing for an 
assault on the present world’s 
land speed mark of 311.42 mile 
per hour. 

Although the record runs will 
not be attempted until late August, 
Railton, Cobb and a crew of 8 men 
are busied daily with preparations 
for the race. Five of the men are 
mechanics, two are tire fitters— 
all seven brought to this country 
from England—and one Dodge 
truck test driver from Detroit. 

The 3-ton Dodge truck piloted 
by the Detroit test driver, Eddie 
Madson, not only hauls and pushes 
the Railton racer but is scheduled 
for a speedy run down the meas- 
ured mile, at the conclusion of 
which there is a rapid change of 
wheels and tires transported by 
the Dodge truck. 

How fast will the Railton racer 
go during the actual speed runs? 
Railton always shakes his head 
when asked that question. 

“The ultimate speed of the car 
will depend on a great many fac- 
tors,” he said. “Given normal con- 
ditions, the car is capable of trav- 
eling 350 miles an hour, but that 
speed can’t be attained without 
favorable winds and excellent con- 
dition of the salt flats. I will say 
that this car has been designed to 
go faster than any car hitherto 
used for the world’s land speed 
record or any car which will be 
in existence this year.” 


Net Sales Jump 


_NEWARK, N. J.—Breeze Corpora- 
tions, Inc., manufacturers of auto— 
motive and aircraft parts and ac- 
cessories, announces $1,505,727 net 
sales, excluding subsidiaries, for the 
first seven months of the current 
year as compared with $863,755 for 
the corresponding period last year. 


C. A. Van Dusen 


DETROIT.—W. H. Hammond, sales 
manager of the hoist and body di- 
vision of Gar Wood Industries, Inc., 
received notice Thursday of the 
death of Mr. C. A. Van Dusen, pres- 
ident of Van Dusen Auto Repair 
and Machine Co., Toledo. Mr. Van 
Dusen was associated with the hoist 
and body division of Gar Wood for 
many years. 


Dividend Paid 


DETROIT.—At a meeting of the 
directors of the Yellow Truck & 
Coach Manufacturing Co. Thursday, 
a quarterly dividend of $1.75 per 
| Share was declared on the company's 
| seven per cent cumulative preferred 
| stock, payable October 3 to sivuck 
| holders of record September 15. 


. y 
Open Salvage Yard 
| JACKSONVILLE, Fa.—Lead ing 
| Jacksonville automobile dealers have 
| organized and opened the Auto Sal 
vage and Parts Co., at 730 W. Adams 
‘t, where they hope hundreds of 
will be taken off the mar 
and their good parts 
the remainder’ sold 
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The News of Automotive Advertising 





By Pete Wembhoff 


Popular 
In response to requests, U. S. 
department of commerce has is- 
sued in pamphlet form a series 
of 23 radio broadcasts, “Stories 
of American Industry.” Accord- 
ing to department officials, one 
of the most popular of the talks 
is on the automotive industry. 
In the course of the talk, 
broadcast over C.B.S. D. of C. 
declared that “the American 
automobile industry was cre- 
ated by struggling young men 
who came in mostly from 
the farms to work in shops. 
They built the first American 
cars with their own hands, 
and in spite of every dis- 
couragement they kept on 
tinkering with them _ until 
they would run.” 





“And in spirit,” the depart- 
ment emphasized, “this giant in- 
dustry has stayed young. The 
same youthful spirit of enter- 
prise has made each year’s car 
better than the one before.” 


Added 

Automobile Manufacturers 
Assn. adds William H. Mc- 
Gaughey to its public relations 
division at its New York of- 
fice. 

McGaughey formerly was as- 
sistant to the publicity direc- 
tor at Western Electric Co. He 
also served on the Wall Street 
Journal and the Indianapolis 
News in various editorial capa- 
cities. 

Decline 

July lineage in national mags 
dropped 23.1 per cent from year 
ago, Publishers’ Information Bu- 
reau figures show. Respective 
totals were 894,404 and 1,163,592. 

Weeklies and monthlies line- 
age totalled 517,346, loss of 28.7 
per cent from 726,061 a year ago, 
while standard group declined 
from 16,913 to 15,984, or only 
5.5 per cent. 

General mags had 366,194 lines 
as against 533,685 last August, 
drop of 31.3 per cent. Women’s 
group reported 323,845 com- 
pared with 356,260 last year, 
decline of 9.1 per cent. 
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Flickers 
Opinion grows that commer- 
cial flicker’s hold in _ film 


houses is on the downbeat, as 
result of opposish from Holly- 
wood producers and_ exhibs. 


eS 


vary, however, depending 
type of films. 


Local newspapers in several 


} 





Consumer reaction continues to | ules 
on| Congress has approved a bill 
|restoring these rates to their 
11937 levels. 


cities have led organized pro- 
tests against commercial flick- 
ers, with result numerous 
spots have discontinued ex- 
hibiting ’em. 

While commercial film pro- 
duction is not expected to be 
as large tthis year as lastt, due 
in part to depresh as well as 
opposish, company execs declare 
that sufficiently large numbers 
of theatres continue to show 
commercial flickers to make ’em 
worthwhile for advertisers’ use. 

Further that use of film for 
salesmen and dealers continues 
to expand greatly. 


Chatter 

William S. Marvin, in charge 
of used car advertising, elected 
secretary of Picard Advertising, 
Inc., N. Y.... D. D. Durr, So. 
Calif ad exec, appointed chair- 
man of new Los Angeles News- 
paper Publishers Assn. . . .Wil- 
liam Alley promoted to vice- 
prez of Brobuck, Inc., Detroit 
.. . .H. O. Ward, ad and sales 
promotion director for Chrysler, 
export div., heads program com- 
mittee for Detroit Adcrafters. 


Mexico Hikes 
Tariff Rates on 
Assembled Cars 


MEXICO CITY.—A sharp in- 
crease in Mexico’s tariffs on 
assembled automobiles, most of 
which come from the United 
States, was included in new im- 
port rates announced this week, 
to become effective Aug. 30. 

The automobile rates were 
hiked from 200 to 700 pesos 
($40 to $140) and on motor 
buses from 1,000 pesos to 2,000 
pesos ($200 to $400). 

The levies were believed to 
have been increased in an effort 
to encourage the manufacture 
or assembly of motor cars in 
Mexico. 

The tariff on steel was re- 
duced and the new decree 
waives duties on spare tires, 
rims, wheels and bumpers and 
radios on cars and motor 
trucks assembled in Mexico if 
Mexican-made tires are used. 

The rates modified this week 
were not affected when the 
Government put into effect ma- 
terially increased tariff sched- 
last January. However, 
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AIR 


CONDITIONED 


of course—the largest area of modern 
hotel air conditioning is found in the 
world’s largest hotel, where all the 
lobbies, dining rooms, meeting rooms, 
and a substantial number of guest 
rooms are air cooled — delightfully 
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On Michigan Avenue 
Overlooking Chicago’s natural air conditioner — 
Lake Michigan 
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New York Journal-American 
$00 
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PRICE CUT co gt 
POWER PLUS “* 


W: stepped down our line rate to step up our 
linage— and it’s working! But our rate decrease 


should mean a sales increase for you, because it 





puts 25% more power in your New York adver- 


tising dollar! Put these plus dollars to work for pur 

. to ( 
you in a newspaper that has the plus appeal of inc 
two great papers; plus forty years of friendship 16 
that makes real reader influence; plus the largest wo 
evening circulation in America; plus the high home . 1S 





aa 


coverage where it counts—in the plus market of ™ 

this country; plus the lowest cost standard-size mil- cus 
line in the New York field! And get a plus in sales sn 
t —of automobiles or artichokes in this far from to 
plush season! Ask a representative of The Hearst cl 
} International Advertising Service to tell you this for 
| plus story, in time for fall and winter lists! in 


New York J QURN AL -AMERICAN 


Represented nationally by: HEARST INTERNATIONAL ADVERTISING SERVICE, Rodney F. Boone, Cen. Manager 
NEW YORK + CHICAGO + DETROIT + BOSTON + ROCHESTER «© PHILADELPHIA 
PITTSBURGH + SAN FRANCISCO + ATLANTA + LOS ANGELES + SEATTLE « BALTIMORE 
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